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THE 

PREFACE TO THE BEADEB. 



The intention of tbe author, in this treatise, being 
chiefly to give directions, which maybe as way-marks 
to such who are called into the work of the Ministry, 
and to the Elders of the -Church, how to conduct 
themselves in their care over them whilst young in 
the ministry, it is not thought fit to be made so geno- 
rally public, as such tracts which are intended for a 
general benefit, which may in some degree concern 
all, and are of that universal nature, that every mem. 
ber of society ought to be acquainted with, in order 
for their government and practice ; but as it is not the 
will of the AU-wise Disposer, who governs his House 
(which is his Church) in wisdom, nor the order of his 
providence, to give the like gifts to all, but as the 
Apostle speaks, " He gave some. Apostles ; and some, 
Evangelists; and some Pastors and Teachers," (EpJies. 
iv., 11.) whom he appointed to the work of the minis- 
try, for the perfecting of the saints (or those in whotu- 
the work of SanctificatLoii "^«a\i^^T^%xv$>L"Ci«sv<i."^^i?^- 
oatfon oi the Church. 
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Now as it was with the head, Christ Jesus, so it is 
with the members (that is, his ministers) for " No man 
takeththis honour unto himself, but he that is called 
of God, as was Aaron," (Heb. v., 4,) as saith the 
Apostle. And therefore advice, that may be adapted 
to the states, trials and temptations of such, w?io are 
in any degree 'preparing, or Betting in order for this 
work, and how to shun the dangers and mistakes and 
surmount the difficulties which such may be liable to, 
who may have made farther progress in it, may be 
of great service to them ; though to others who are 
not called to this work, it may be in many rejects 
as a book sealed. Which advice, is as an hand of 
help held forth, and is of service many times to the 
honest but doubtful enquirer, who is like the traveller 
in an unknown path, often beset with many fears of 
losing his way ; and as it is a kind office, and what 
calls for respect from ail who stand in need of it, so 
it is a duty we owe, and what God is pleased to en- 
join his servants and ministers to he found in the 
practice of, one towards another ; and such was the 
case of our worthy ancient friend the Author, who 
though? it his duty, as be bath had great experience 
of that work, in a course of many years exercise, and 
much labour and travel on that accoimt, both in his 
own country, and in foreign parts, to give some ac- 
count of the steps that God is pleased to lead his 
children on in, whom he is preparing for this great 
work, and to point out where the enemy of the work 
of God, and our happiness, is lying in wait to mis- 
Jeoi/, beguile, and betray such who axe not vjaXQi\\^>3X'» 
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and although he hath not studied excellency of speech, 
nor the enticeing words which Man's wisdom teacheth, 
yet such who have had their eyes opened to discern 
the work of God, as also the mysterious transforma- 
tions of our grand adversary, will have occasion to 
say that it is in the Demonstration of the Spirit, 
having the true marks and evidence' of that inspira- 
tion which giveth a right understanding in the things 
of God, and mysteries of his kingdom ; for hereby it 
will appear, how necessary it is for men and women 
to experience the sanctification of the spirit to pre- 
cede, or go before, that they may be duly qualified to 
help and advise others; this being the order our 
Lord and Master observeth in his advice to Peter, 
" When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.** 
(Luke, xxii., 32.) 

Another mark which demonstrateth from whence it 
proceeds, is thje care he hath taken to inculcate, in 
those who are called to the ministry, the necessity of 
low thoughts of themselves^ and of a constant guard 
over themselves, lest the enemy prevail to lift them 
up, because the Lord has appeared with them, and 
strengthened them at times to discharge themselves 
to his glory, and their comfort and satisfaction, which 
hath also given them acceptance with friends : now 
herein is great danger, lest the creatiure take that 
honour to itself, which only belongs to Him who is the 
giver of every good and perfect gift ; and being so 
lifted up, fall into the snare of the devil, for want of 
distinguishing what it was which procured them. thi& 
acceptance ; not duly (ioiisv!^«tvsi%Sicka ^'sss^on. ^ *^^'*!s 
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saying of oiir Lord, " Without me ye can do nothing," 
{John, XV., V.) This, therefore, ought to be the con- 
stant care of a minister of Christ, to dwell in humility, 
and in a daily dependence on him who is only able 
to pi'eserve to the end. 

But if any should object, "You profess to have the 
spirit of truth which guideth into all truth," (John 
xvi., 13.) and * To have received that anointing, that 
you need not that any man teach you, but as the 
same anointing teacheth you of all things, what need 
have you then of such instructions, or instructors ?^ 
(lJoA«ii., 27) 

We answer, this hath been the practice of the 
gospel church from its first institution ; for though 
all have received the spirit of Truth, and this anoint* 
ing which teacheth of all things, yet all come not up 
in obedience to it, neither are all so grown into that 
knowledge and acquaintance with it, as to be per» 
fectly taught by it and established in it ; and the 
same objection may be made against the practice of 
preaching, which is generally allowed to be necessary ; 
and the same reasons given for the continuance of it» 
viz: to stir up the believers to remember their duty; 
for after this manner the Apostle Peter writes to 
those of his time, " Wherefore I will not be negligent 
to put you always in remembrance of these things, 
though you know them, and be established in the pre* 
sent truth, yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this 
tabernacle, to stir you up, by putting you in remem- 
brance;" (2 Peter i., 12. 13.) and further he saith, 
" This second epistle, beloved, I write unto you, in 
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both which I stir up your pure minds by way of re- 
membrance/' (2 Peter 3., 1.) And agreeable hereto 
is his advice to the Elders and -Overseers of the 
Church, 1 Peter, chap. 6, from ver. 1 to 6 And 
Paul in like manner exhorted the Elders of the 
Church of Ephesus, as may be seeiii^in*, the 20th 
chapter of the Acts, who thought there w& need to 
caution them, though they were, according to their 
degree and growth in the same precious faith, saying, 
ver. 27, " I have not shunned to declare unto you, 
all the counsel of God ;" and ver. 28, " Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you Overseers, 
to feed the Church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood." And for this end he wrote his 
two epistles to Timothy, to put him in mind of his 
duty and charge, giving him directions how to dis- 
charge himself, and how to act in particular cases, 
and of what to beware; and to Titus in like manner, 
giving him directions concerning his doctrine and 
conduct amongst his fellow-believers ; and the same 
things have been practised amongst those whom God 
bath raised up, in this last age, that those of expe- 
rience found it their concern to minister to others, 
not only in general doctrines, but also more particu- 
larly to those who had a gift in the ministry com- 
mitted to them, for their instruction, by way of en- 
couragement to such who stood in need of encourage- 
ment, declaring their experience to them, and by way 
of caution to such who stood in need ot \\., \s^ ^-^xxs. 
them to beware who migVit \>e Vn ^Mi%«^ ^"^ ^^sNsv^'vsi^ 
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fast, and taking too much upon them ; or on the 
other hand, of neglecting their gifts, to whom the 
advice the Apostle gave to Archippus, might be 
necessary. Say to Archippus "Take heed to the 
ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that 
thou fulfil it," {Col. iv., 17.) For it is evident, 
ministers have fallen, and may be as liable to fall as 
others, and therefore they stand in need of prudent 
advice and caution as well as others, and this is no 
more than fulfilling the Apostle's injunction, "Bear 
ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ," {Qal. vi. 2.) And these things are, and may 
be done without contradicting the texts above-men- 
tioned ; for if these are the fruits and effects of the 
Spirit and its teaching, whether mediately or imme- 
diately given, it is the same spirit of truth, and the 
same anointing, which speaks through the instru- 
ment to the edification of the body and every mem- 
ber of it, as the Apostle observeth when he is speaking 
of spiritual gifts, " All these worketh that one and the 
selfsame spirit, dividing to every man severally as he 
will ;" (1 Cor xii., 11.) and that their ought to be an 
ear open to hear such, whom the Holy Ghost has ap- 
poited overseers, whether ministers or Elders, observe 
what the Apostle saith, " Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and submit yourselves, for they watch 
for your souls, as they that must give account, that 
they may do it with joy and not with grief, for that 
is unprofitable for yon," {Heh, xiii., 17.) 

To conclude, as all instruction, both by writing and 
preaching, is that the ignorant may be informed, and 
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the faitliful preserved in • the- right way to the dis- 
charge of their duty, it is much to he desired that 
those who may he concerned in the advices contained 
in the ensuing treatise, whether Ministers or Elders, 
may he so disposed to receive instruction that they 
may reap the advantage intended hy this lahour of 
love ; so will the end of the author herein he eflfect- 
ually answered, even the glory of God and the good 
of souls. 



A DESCRIPTIOJI 

OFTES 

QUALIFICATIONS NECESSABY TO A 
GOS^L MINISTER. 



(Cljajittr /irst. 



TItAT SANCTIPICATIpN IS A PREYIOITB QlTALIPIOATIOir 
POB THE BECBPTION OP A DIYIKE INBPIBATION TO 
KINISTEB. 

t 

As the design of the following pages is to set in a true 
light the nature and necessity of au inspired ministry, 
and the advautages that we receive thereby, I shall, as 
introductory thereunto, briefly take notice of a qualifi- 
cation suitable to the receiTiug of that inspiration, with- 
out which it is not reasonable to suppose any one to 
have it. 

First. There must be a state of sanctification (in de- 
gree) known, by the spirit of judgment and bftrniug, 
before any can be proper objects to be receivers of this 
inspiring gift, that can only assist a minister, and make 
him instrumental of doing good to others •. TVsfe <««» 
must be good, e're t\ieit\i\\. <iwi\i^ ^^n -wv^^^^'^^ 
true ministers are to be VnovjiiXi^ V»^«^vx ^^^^1 \^.^ \,5^q 
granted, wLich I ihmk caii^i'^ \i^ ^^v^Sft^^^*^^^ 
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that none, without being thus qualified, can be called to 
the work of the ministry by a diyine inspiration of the 
holy spirit ; and therefore all yile and ungodly persons, 
while they continue in that natural and unregenerate state, 
are excluded from any part in this gift ; and altho' some 
such may pretend, that either with their learning or by 
their money, or both, they may have acquired or made 
a purchase of orders for liberty to preach, and may on 
this foundation undertake to expose what they haye to 
sale ; but what they sell ia no other than what they have 
bought, while in this unregenerate state, empty and vain, 
and can't be of profit to the hearers ; for as saith the 
Psalmist, '' Unto the wicked G-od saith, what hast thou 
to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take 
my covenant in thy mouth, seeing thou hatest instruction, 
and castest my words behind thee," (Psalm, 1., 16., 17.) 
And let me say, that whosoever undertakes the work of 
the ministry, not being fijrst reformed themselves, cannot 
justly expect to be inspired by divine wisdom, for the 
reforming others by the word of truth ; for she dwells in 
holy souls, and makes them friends of God and prophets. 
Then it is reasonable to conclude, that all who live in 
*' Adultery, fornication, unoleanness, lasciviousness, idol- 
atry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings," (Galat, v. 19, 20, 21) and such like works of 
the flesh, are excluded from any inheritance in the king- 
dom of God, and consequently from having any part in 
that excellent inspiring gift of the ministry, so necessary 
to our assistance and direction in our way thither. 
Seoondlj. I ah&lL therefore say Bomethinf^ o€ tha 
qtiaIi£cBtion neoeBBary to receiving of fhia exoeWistiV. *m- 
^J^^nng grif^ of the mlniatry ; and in order to it^^o oxx^t 
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first to examine our own hearts with care, praying in 
secret that God, by his spirit, will Touchsafe to direct ns 
in a right search after truth ; and hereby we shall find a 
law in our hearts that we have broken, and a spirit in 
our inward parts that we have rebelled against, and in 
our ignorance, being hurried in the pursuit of the plea- 
sures of the flesh, and vanities of this life, baye over- 
looked, though we have been followed by it, and it has 
•trove with us : For the spirit worketh in us secretly, 
and we know not at the first what it is ; but finding our- 
selves very uneasy, and in great trouble of mind, being 
under sorrow and heaviness, not rightly and cooly ex- 
amining the reason, it is often mistaken to proceed from 
a natural cause, and so outward means are sought for to 
relieve from this uneasiness ; some by taking their bottle 
with their companions, others diverting themselves with 
their sports and gaming, others again take medicines to 
help them against what they call melancholy ; some one 
way, and some another, thus mistake and make merry 
over the witness in them, and stiffen their necks against 
the reproof of instruction, which is the way to life ; not 
minding the text, which says, " He that being often re- 
proved, hardens his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy," {Prov. xxix., 1.) 

Thirdly. But though some are thus rebellious and 
careL ss, others take a better course, by strictly examining 
their words and actions, company and conversation, and 
finding it to be their great sorrow and burden, instead of 
endeavouring to get from under the load of trouble b^ 
any indecent method of «^ot\Aa%^ ^sbsssss^^ ^ss>c^!kssw% 
physic, or company, swcln "wAXiet^ «» ^^ ^xcp^'fe^* '«*' 
''Sit alone and keep ft\\eiice,^xiL^Vm%'^^^^«« ^"""^^ 
dust," (Xam. iiL, 2S) pT«5*m|L '^ ^^^"^ "^^ 
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assist tliem b^r bis grace and good spirit, that the cause 
of this sorrow may be removed by an humble and sincere 
Repentance of all their follies and sins, wherewith they 
hare offended God, and that for time to come, they may, 
by the help of the spirit, and direction of that law in 
their hearts which they had hitherto OTcrlooked and 
neglected, now lead a new life : First, by denying all 
ungodliness, and abstaining from eyery appearance of 
evil, which must first be done e'er they can perfectly 
practice that which is right in the sight of Qod ; for no 
man can be righteous and wicked at one time $ and we 
must first expect a being brought from under the bondage 
of corruption to spiritual Pharoah and Egypt, into the 
Wilderness, e'er we can offer acceptably unto God. This 
state is figuratively called a wilderness, a way we have 
not trod in, shewing thereby the necessity of depending 
on our guide, our spiritual Moses, that must go before 
and take care of our support. For in this wilderness 
state we have no food, no water, viz. no right refresh- 
ment, but what this our leader provides and administers 
to us. In this state we can neither pray, nor do any 
religious act, without the direction of our leader, so that 
we find the case is much altered with us to what it was 
in time past ; for then we could pray, sing, preach, aud 
perform other religious duties in our own time, feeding 
and satisfying ourselves therewith ; but now we are 
brought into the wilderness, where there is neither 
ploughing nor sowing. We can't now help ourselves by 
our own contrivance, and workings in our own wills, 
but here we must live a life of faith, wholly depending 
on him that will (if we faint not in our minds) bring us 
through to the heavenly Canaan. Thus we shall come in 
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types and figures, under that legal dispensation, to be 
substantially and spiritually fulfilled in our own minds, 
by tbfe operation of the spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the substance and foundation of all true religion and 
ministry that is really profitable to the hearers. 

Fourthly. Now this work of preparation by the spirit 
being thus begun and carried on, is a shorter or longer 
time in accomplishing, so as the parties thereby may be 
qualified to receive a diyine inspiration to minister from 
to others, according to the will of him that calleth ; and 
when it happeneth to be but a short time, between per- 
sons beginning to be serious and religious, and the time 
that such persons commence Ministers (labouring ac 
cording as they apprehend themselves to be called to 
that work for the good of others) it may happen that 
some of their hearers forming their judgment respecting 
the worthiness or unworthiness of the parties so con- 
cerned from their past conduct while in so vile a state 
may conclude, " How can such bo fit to teach others 
who themselves but the other day were guilty of such 
follies as are inconsistent with a true Minister to touch 
with ?'* Thus in some respect it was with that great 
apostle of the Gentiles, viz. Saul, afterards Paul. 

Fifthly. For we find, while he was in the very heat 
of persecuting the Church, and breathing out threatnings 
against the brethren, so that they were afraid of 
him — as appears when Ananias was commanded of the 
Lord, during that ] eculiar visitation which at that time 
he was under, to go to his assistance, Ananias's answer 
was, " I have heard by many of this man (Saul), how 
much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem, and 
here he hath authority from the cliiveit ^jtvweXsk \.^\svjcs&.-^i^ 
that call on thy name. "But \\itB l^oxei. w^^i. >so5s.^ >2^-^^ 
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censorious and critical temper is a great block in the 
way and may hinder some from comvng forth in thai 
giftf though they may he rightly concerned therein ; and 
some that may make a little appearance that way ma/y he 
j,ut to silence e^er they have had time sufficient to maJhe 
or to give full proof of their ministry. This temper 
therefore ought carefully to be watched against, and 
have a timely curb and discouragement in every mind, 
viz., every hearer ought in fear to request of Ood to he 
directed aright in judgment^ that under a pretended care 
to promote the cause of religion they may not, in a hUnd 
zeal, he instrumental to discourage so useful a gift^ 

Seventhly. Now we find this critical temper, that was 
so apt to judge without yfK2^«fi«»^, and to ^difauU with- 
out ca^use, our Lord did frequently reprove when it ap- 
peared, as may be seen in the instance of the woman 
whose penitence and humiliation induoec^ her to wash 
her Master's feet with her tears, and wipe them with her 
hair {Luke vii., 37). Whose demonstration of love to 
our blessed Lord (when Simon was ready to censure him 
for admitting), he by a very lively comparison com- 
mended, and in the application thereof smartly reproved 
the want of judgment as well as charity of that Pharisee, 
who did so little for him himself, and yet was so ready 
to find fault with her ; and by that means rather brought 
him to justify what he had before condemned — which is 
often the case of self-righteous professors, who are so 
apt (without just and mature consideration) to judge 
those who, from vile and ungodly sinners, may suddenly 
become purified by the work of the spirit, and by the 
same may be fitted and required (though some \sn»^ V^ 
apt to think it too soon) to oom<d w^Va-^xJiKjiiNa ^^^v^fc'^^* 

Oodi whilst themaeWeB^ ^1[io\«^ftT^^^^a^^ ^ ""^"^ 
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nor been so zealous to follow divine conviction, are 
liugeriiig behind in the work ; and yet these are most 
apt arid ready to judge and censure those who are more 
faithful^ and thus suddenly brought into ohediencpf as too 
hasty and forward. 

And also in his answer to those who censured him for 
eating and drinkiug with publicans and sinners, he 
plainly declared the end of his coming, which was the 
reason of his conduct in that as well as other respects. 

Eightly. From all which it apj^ears, that it has hap- 
pened sometimes the more vile and wicked any one hath 
been before conviction, the more thorough and quick 
hath their conversion been. They to whom much is given, 
love much ; and the more they love the more hearty and 
zealous they are to go on with the work unto which they 
are called ; and having known the terrors of the Al- 
mighty for sin, are the more earnest to persuade men ; 
and I dare not say, but that sucli may in their zeal and 
warmth of spiiit a little stretch at times beyond their 
authority ; but when they do, they no sooner retire to 
their gifts but they find sufficient smart for it in their 
own minds. But this begets them enemies : and, be 
cause they appear wrong in part, they must by some be- 
concluded wrong in the whole ; which is an unwarrant- 
able conclusion to malce on any person, 

Ninthly. Now, if we do but rightly consider of the 
matter, there may be a just cause for this zeal if we will 
but give them this allowance, that, as they have been 
like brands plucked out of the burning, and known the 
terrors of the Almighty for sin, they are the more 
earnest to persuade men to repentance and amendment, 
both hy reprooi, warning of sinners, and threatning them 
f^'jtb judgment, m baring themselves bo natxo'wVj ««q8:^^» 
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And this being the cause of that ferrour and zeal such 
have appeared in, it will, no doubt, on strict examination, 
be found that the root of all this is love, and a design of 
good to the souls of men. Such, therefore, ought to be 
treated with great charity and meekness, and the good de« 
sign in them encouraged ; and that oyer -forwardness in 
them rather shewn to them than reproved ; and when they 
see it, they will not need to be told of it, for shame will 
come fast enough upon them, if they are true Ministers, 
and may lie heavy — which may hinder some tender 
spirits from improving in their gifts, and render them 
less serviceable than otherwise they might if they did 
moderately keep on their way, minding to keep pace with 
their gifts, neither going before nor staying behind their 
leader ; but wanting both judgment and experience, being 
children in the work, they can't do it all at once, and 
therefore in patience must be borne with for a time. 

Lastly. Now this preparation by the spirit for the 
Ministry, so qualifies the receiver of this excellent in* 
spiring gift, when called to the work, that he can experi- 
mentally say, " What I have tasted, felt, and heard of 
the good word of life, and the powers of the world ta 
come, I declare unto you.'* But what can such (as the 
apostle speaks of, concerning whom he avers they shall 
not inherit God*s kingdom) say of their experience of 
the work of God*s power inthem, while they continue in 
their gain-saying in the works of the flesh, such aa adul- 
tery, idolatry, pride, eovetousness, envy and drunkenness, 
minding the pleasures of this world above any thing 
else ? surely (as above) they have no experience to speak 
of to the people — nothing to say that will brin^t\>5«s^\.'2». 
a fellowship with the Eat^iex «lxi^\^^^wi'^««^'5^^^5^'^^^\ 

B^Tin^ said thus m\i.o\ioQTxcftT«:vci\j,«^^»^^ Ci2»^^.^<»*'^ 
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for the recelTing of this gift of inspiration, so absolutely 
necessary to erery right minister that without it he 
can't be a true minister, I shall now speak of Inspiration 
itself which is to be the subject next in course to be 
treated o^ concluding this chapter with part of that ex- 
cellent prayer of David's, so apt to this purpose, in the 
51st P«a2m, from the 9th to the 14th verse — '* Hide thy 
face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O G-od; and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence ; 
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Bestore unto 
me the joy of thy salvation : and uphold me with thy 
free spirit. Then will I teach (but not till then) trans- 
gressors thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto 
thee." A short but full description of the right quali- 
fication of a Gt>spel Minister. 



<r|(ii]tter Itiont 



*THB NECESSITY OP DIYTKB INSPIRATION TO THE BEING 
OF A GOSPEL KINISTEB, AND TO OONDrOT HIM IN HIS 
MINISTBY. 

Haying said so much of the needful qualifications in 

order to be inspired by the Holy Spirit, and enabled 

thereby to minister good to others, it is necessary also to 

cay something of Inspiration itself, which is by many 

too much exploded, and slighted as a thing at an end 

and long since ceased. They suppose all things needful 

>fer Inatruction to piety and virtue, already xeve«\fid. m 

thai exoeUent book called the bible,— wloicVi 1 ipreiw \.o 

^ ^ooig extant, and request the diligent read\i[iS V\L«w>i 
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with due attention and regard— to what the apostle says 
of them, Tiz., " That all scripture given hj inspiration of 
G^od, is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness," (2 Tim, iiL, 16,) and 
able to make wise to salvation " through fnith in Jesus 
Christ." Kow, it is this faith in Christ which makes 
the scriptures really and truly profitable ; but a man 
without this faith may read the scripture until he has 
them by rote, and can repeat by heart a great part of 
what he has so often read, and for all this receive no 
profit from them ; for as holy men vnrit them by inspira- 
tion of the Spirit, so by it we must come to a right 
understanding of them, otherwise they must be as a book 
sealed, and the bare reading of the letter will be no other 
than a bare report of things at a distance ; for when we 
read the words of Moses, that he spoke in the ears of 
Israel, importing that — "Thou needst not say in thy 
heart, who shall ascead into heaven, or go beyond the 
sea," viz. to fetch the " word of command," &c. I say, 
he would not have them look at a distance for it, because, 
adds he, " It is nigh in thy heart and mouth." Now 
the apostle, expounding the words of Moses, saith, 
" But the righteousness which is of faith, speaketh on 
this wise : Say not in thine heart, who shall ascend into 
heaven? That is, to bring Christ down from above. 
Or, who shall descend into the deep ? That is, to bring 
up Christ again from the dead. But what saith it? 
The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy 
heart : that is, the word of faith which we preach." 
(Rom, X. 6, 7, 8.) Now this word tVikjafc \%Va. 'Oaa \ss65«sN» 
and mouth of inspired mm\fttOTa,\a \\»X.\ii ^^^'^'^'^'; 
mmt he acted, if tkey do T\ft\iX. Vxv >tV^ ^?^*'^^-^ 
ministry ; and indeed, mt\iou\. ^Asaa Niot^ ^ "^ 
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opens the under! an ding, there can be no right preaching 
It is true men may, bj study and frequent reading, ac- 
quire to themselves a form of words, and frame a set and 
studied speech in a regular way, methodically dividing 
and sub-dividing their matter, raising uses and applica- 
tions from the present subject before them ; and all this 
may be done by the man, the creature, and the natural 
part, having nothing of inspiration, or the power oi the 
Spirit in it. And pray, what will this ministry do for 
the hearers? It comes from the Jiead, and the contrivance 
of the man's part, therefore it can reach no further ; 
for no stream can arise higher than its fountain. And 
that ministry which is of man, though it may be very 
pleasing to the creature and acceptable to the itching 
ears, who with the G-reeks of old seek after wisdom, but 
not that which is from above, is not profitable to thet 
hearers ; for the jews sought after a sign, and the Greeka 
after wisdom, but neglected the preaching of Christ cru^ 
oified, and risen from the dead, as foolish doctrme, and 
not worth their regard ; but unto as many as believed 
in the word preached by the inspiration of the spirit, 
they found it to be (both Jews and Greeks), the mighty 
power of Gtod to salvation. Now, what made this 
spiritual ministry so profitable to them that received this 
doctrine, is the very same that makes the scriptures pro- 
fitable to those who rightly read them, namely» faith in 
Christ, who is the living word and light of men ; which 
word is preached by every true minister, inspired there- 
unto by the spirit of truth. 

Now, I say, this inspiration ought to be rightly under- 
siood and believed in. Prom my own exipetiexic©, 1 
uaderstand it to be an inbreathing oH t\i© di-oiwe word 
^^ our mmdf^ giyin^ a true uttd©rsta!xdM\% ol ^^Vxja 
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things, that we may make choice of, and walk in the 
paths of wisdom, which is the just man's path. I say, 
the inbreathing of this word, which is truth, life, and 
the light of men ; that spirit which searcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of G-od, which by Jesus Christ is 
made manifest unto all men. I say, this inspiration 
ought to be waited for in all our religious assemblies es- 
pecially, and believed in, as being the foundation and 
spring of all right ministry, devotion, and worship of 
the true God. Tea, I always find this, from my own 
experience, to be most edifying, thus to wait for this 
divine inspiration in aU our reUgious assemblies ; and 
when I find my understanding inspired and influe'hced 
by this blessed gift to minister to others, (1 J?eL iv. 11,) 
I give up thereto, speaking to the assembly according to 
the present ability I receive thereby ; and I know this 
to be the true beginning of a right G-ospel Ministry 
which I shall speak to mmre at large in its proper place. 
Now, I understand by the inbreathing of the spirit of 
Christ into our minds, thus much, namely, as the Apostle 
^asserts, " W© know," says he, " that the Son of God is 
come ;'* and for proof adds, '* for he has given us an 
understanding." Now, this was to themselves undeni- 
able. But what means he by saying " he has given us 
an understanding?" He ean mean no other than a 
spiritual one ; for they doubtless had understandings as 
natural men before ; but by that natural understanding 
they could not perceive the things of the spirit of God, 
nor comprehend the light which shined in darkness 
— whieh is still the same, even \witU. ^^^n^ . "ftiviJSi'OisaHxsife 
knowledge of the eoming oi i\ift ^oxl o^ ^^^ *^^ 'ssjcc^^ 
And power^ ia by inspiration faomTa.«iVJ«^>^^ ^^ ^^^ 
Hon of the Father by tb© Sou \ mi^ ^"^a^ Sa'Cs^Vi^^ss^ 
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of the true church and ministry, against which no oppo- 
sition can ever prevail. Now, by this understanding, 
they knew him that is true, and were in him ; and so 
must all true believers experience the same, if true mem- 
bers of Christ's Church, and ministers of His word. I 
say, this spiritual understanding, which they received by 
revelation, was an undeniable evidence to them, and so 
it is to us. But how shall I prove this to a demonstra- 
tion, to such as are in a natural and unenlightened state, 
that I have this revelation, and am thus inspired ? 

Answer : It is not possible to do it until they who 
are in unbelief come to believe in the same power, and 
receive inspiration by the same spirit, to give them a 
right knowledge of the things of G-od — '* For the natural 
man receiveth them not, because they are foolishness unto 
him;*' (1 Cor, ii. 14,) neither can he in this state know 
them. This makes it highly necessary for all that pro- 
fess &ith in Christ to apply themselves to G-od, for the 
gift of his Holy Spirit : for, says^our blessed Lord, 
" Which of you having a son, if he ask bread, will give 
him a stone ?" And thus applies it, ^ If ye then being 
evil know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him P Ask and it shall be given 
you." {JLuike xi. 13.) What greater encouragement can 
be given to us than this P It is therefore greatly to be 
desired and hoped that all people, especially such as pro- 
fess faith in Christ, would in humility and godly sincerity 
ask ot God a portion of this spirit, whereby we may 
know the things of God ; for it is this spirit, which is 
the Comforter that our blessed Lord promised to pray 
the Father to send in his name, {John xiv. 16,) which 
when we receive, will lead us into all truth. TYiia ia \.\i»^ 
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spirit that will reprove the world of sin, because they 
believe not in the only begotten Son of God. This is 
that spirit which gives life, and will make thee a living 
member of the true church ; and if thou art devoted in 
thy mind to follow it, thou wilt become fruitful in re- 
ligion, and thy faith will be both living and powerful in 
thee, to give victory over the world, that natural part in 
thee that would not submit to the testimony of Jesus 
nor believe in the only begotten Son of God. 

I say then, inspiration or revelation from God by his 
spirit, is of absolute necessity to guide a minister in his 
ministry ; and a minister so conducted by a gospel power 
and light, inspiring his mind with the how and the what 
he shall say, will speak with the spirit and understanding 
also ; that is, he will understand by his own experience 
the work of the spirit, and word of faith in his own 
mind, and that what he says is true. And although he 
hath this experience, as above, yet it is not meet for 
any one, in his own time and will, to speak thereof in an 
assembly ; but we are to wait for both authority and 
power, that in the Lord's time we maj speak (of what 
our eyes have seen, our hands handled, and what we have 
felt of the good word of life, and powers of the world 
to come) to the people, with the same view as they, the 
primitives, did, t. e. to bring their hearers into a right 
fellowship with the Father, and his Son, our dear Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and so shall they be one with 
all that truly believe in him. 

But then some may object, " That we may be deceived 
by supposing ourselves inspired, when we are not ; and 
that we have a revelation when it is nothing but aiL 
imagination and delusion.. In «\xs?tk. «. ^\»^» *». \si»xv 'Kiss^ 
be deceived himself, and aU ^Vo VXsm^ o^ ^svm ^«>^^*^^ ^^* 
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of himself, will in like manner be deeeired, and hatr 
■hall this be avoided ?" 

Answer, It is granted, some have been deceived them?- 
selves, and have also deceived others, but the cause of 
this deception is in themselves, for want of an humble 
waiting to know what thej are about ; for a true inspira- 
tion from God is as plainly to be distinguished from the 
pretended false one as light is from darkness ; for divine 
inspiration quiets the mind under all opposition and con- 
tradiction, and gives power over the world, and the lust» 
of the flesh, and worketh the redemption of such as are 
endued therewith, and are subject to it ; these are very 
humble and low of heart, and the more their minds are 
enlightened by divine inspiration, the more they see a 
necessity to wateh over themselves, so that the innooency, 
meekness, and humility suiting a true and right minister, 
will appear in all their conduct ; such are slow to speak, 
and ready to hear and receive instruction, and are known 
by them that are spiritual to be such. 

But they who conceive themselves to be inspired when 
they are not, supposing they have a revelation when it is 
nothing but an imagination of their own brain, are ex- 
alted in their minds, being very heady and stubborn, 
slighting instruction; more apt to teach than learn, 
being swift to speak but slow to hear, judging every 
body that will not receive them as true ministers, hr 
foretelling the ruin and downfal of all their opposer» ; 
working themselves up to a strange degree of imagination, 
endeavouring to drive all before them j and such as will 
neither hear nor heed what they say, they will be apt to 
call for vengeance from heaven upon such who offer to 
oppose them. This, and much more that might be men- 
tJoned, 18 the. conduct of these deceived and deluded fto\iU 
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Now this error, by the party thus deluded, might be 
easily discerned by themeelves, if they would but gire 
themselves time to think and consider aright in coolness, 
aud desire that the Lord would show them the right 
way. Here is therefore great need to be cautious, and 
try the spirit ; viz., I mean not to receive anything for 
inspiration or revelation, without being first well satis- 
fied in thyself that it is such ; ond this cautious fear 
will not be any way displeasing to G-od, but thou wilt 
find thy doubts will be removed, and thou wiit be con- 
firmed that what thou hast is of God, and will stand* 
Kow, this agrees with the practice of Moses and Gideon, 
and with what the apostle advised, "Believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits, whether they are of Qt)d. 
Because many false prophets are gone out into th^ world. 
They are of the world : therefore speak they of the 
word, and the world heareth them. We are of God. 
He that knoweth God, heareth us. He that is not of 
God heareth fiot us. Hereby know we the spirit of 
truth, and the spirit of error. (1 John^ iv. 1, 6, 6.) 

But supposing I or any others inay be inspired, as is 
aforesaid, from a right spirit, " How shall proof be made 
thereof to another, that he may receive our word that 
we have by revelation, not as our word only, but as 
given as of God ?" 

Answer. In this thou wilt find no hard task with thy 
brethren, if thou wilt but do thy endeavour to live ac- 
cording to that doctrine given thee to preach to others, 
in the firdt place. And next, mind that thou, without 
being inspired, undertake not this work of preaching, 
neither In thy own time nor will, nor by thy own con- 
trivance, collecting and ca&Uug ^\i«X,>btLO\s^^"aN^. ^"^a *•» '^'^"*^ 
by BO doing thou wilt \)e at alo^^wA^so^^'svav^^^'*^^*^^' 
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self, and give great occasion of ofi'ence to tliem that near 
tliee ; not onljr to them that are unacquainted with the 
gift, and unbelievers therein (for they will Bee that thou 
art wrong) but thy own brethren will be greatly loaded 
and uneasy with thy so appearing ; for they will soon 
find that thou art out of thy place in thy speaking — it 
not being from inspiration, but imagination of thy own 
brain ; for " The ear trieth words as the mouth tasteth 
meat ;" and them that are spiritual will see where thou 
art, better than thou thyself. 

But, then, I say, it will be a hard task to uake proof 
of thy ministry, though thou speakest as the oracle of 
GK>d, and ministr<e8t of that ability which God giTeth, 
to such as are in unbelief, and in a state of nature. 
" For the natural man,*' says Paul, *' receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God ; for they are fooUshnesa 
nnto him, neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned." (1 Cor, ii. 14.) I say, therefore, 
it will be impossible that such unbelieyers, or those in a 
state of nature (whilst they are in that state of unbelief) 
should receire thy word, not as thy word only, but as 
given to thee of Gt>d; because they believe no such 
thing concerning any man. I^ therefore, thou seemest 
to them as a babbler, be not thereat discouraged, because 
Paul was so accounted before thee. Yet however, 
though some may so look upon thee, others may perhaps 
be reached by thy word ; and as thou dost minister from 
a right spirit, and keepest in thy gift, thou mayest be in- 
strumental to beget £iith in them that believe not, and 
greatly to edify and confirm them that believe, so that 
they'll soon conclude thou art a right minister, not of 
the letter but .of the spirit, and thy brethren who are 
spiritual will give tbee encouragemeut to go oii, \ia.N\s\^ 
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fellowship with thee and thy gift as a right mini8ter> 
approred hj them, as appointed of Gh>d for that work 
unto which thou art called : for no man ought to take 
this honour unto himself, by any human or external call 
until first he is called of Gt>d, as was Aaron. 
I now shall oome to speak of the gilt itself. 



CliajitK €l|iri 



ADYIOB TO MIKISTEB8 IN A STATE OP IKPANOY. 

As to the gift of the ministry, the better to set it in a 
true light, these three things are first to be considered : 

1st. '* There are diversities of gifts, but the same 
spirit." (1 Cor.^ 4» 6, 6.) /•> 

2nd. ** There are differences of administrations, but 
the same Lord." 

8d. ''There are diversities of operations, but it is 
the same G-od that worketh all in alL" 

First. '* There are diversities of gifts, but the same 
spirit," L e. every gift of Gt>d is from the one and the 
same spirit of truth that is come by Jesus Christ ; for 
which reason, though we may seem to differ in our gifts 
one from another, yet the design and end is the same, 
and the same spirit as in one, so in all, assisting to that 
end, which is to turn people from darkness to light, from 
the power of satan to Qod, that they may be edified in 
the true (gospel) receiving a remission of their sins, 
and an assurance of an inheritance amongst them that 
are sanctified through fiedth in the only begotten Son of 
God. 
- Now there must be aome t\ai» \.o ^gsaa. «i:^«€>ss«is»«k -w*^ 
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understanding, before any one can come to a settlement, 
and true and perfect knowledge of his own gift ; and for 
want of a right settlement and true knowledge of this 
gift, and keeping to it, and in it, is the cause of many of 
the mistakes that are committed in the exercise of it. 

Then we ought to consider the ministry in these three 
states, — first. Infancy ; second, a Young Man's state ; 
and last, the Father's state. 

First, then, a state of infancy ought to be looked upon 
with great allowance of charity, and if anything appears 
manly in such a state, that ought not to be made the 
standard of others to walk by, but we must attribute it 
rather to the giver than the instrument, that giveth to 
every one as he will, to some a greater, and to others a 
smaller portion of his spirit, but to every one, both 
preachers and hearers, such a manifestation thereof as 
by faithful obedience thereto they may profit by it ; but 
the gift of the ministry is our present subject. 

Then as to the state of infancy -in the ministry, let it 
be consideted that the mmistry is a birth; and when 
any one at first comes under the exercise hereof, he will 
find a great perturbation in himself; the cause of which 
he may be as great a stranger to as Samuel was to the 
voice of God in the Temple, who being called the third 
time, was at length informed by Eli how to answer. So 
have some, both young men and women, done of later 
date, that is, applied themselves to such as they have 
apprehended had more experience of the work of the 
Lord than themselves, and after all have found it very 
hard to give up to the heavenly vision ; and when they 
have given up it has been in so much weakness and fear, 
yea, sometimes confusion, that they have hardly known 
t^hem»tilyes what ihey have said. And if in such a state 
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any one Bbould over-run, miss in expresaion, or appear 
ill a beliayiour not so agreeable to the minds of their 
brethren, let such brethren exercise charity ; and see to 
thy own gift thou that art a hearer, and try by virtue 
thereof, whether thou findest not something of God in 
this in£uit minister to answer his gift in thy own mind ; 
and if on such a search thou findest not that satisfaction 
thou oouldest desire, yet as it is not proper to lay sudden 
hands on any one to set them up, so neither be thou rash 
to pull them down, but give time for proof, and consider 
the patience of the husband-man, how he waits for a 
crop after the seed is sown. Having said so much to 
the hearer, let me now advise this infant minister. 

I know thou wilt find very hard work in thyself; thy 
heart will be often very heavy and sorrowful, and in 
great fear and weakness thou wilt appear as a minister, 
and it may be much against thy will to appear as such ; 
yea, thou mayest perhaps dearly repent that ever thou 
gavest up to this service, and more especially if thou 
answerest not thy expectation, which I may venture to 
say none at all times do ; but as thou keepest humble 
and low, being honestly given up to be, and. do just what 
the Lord by bis spirit would have thee, resignation to 
the will of God being absolutely necessary for a minister 
to come to ; and as thou gettest here, patiently waiting 
the Lord's time, then thou wilt find a greater degree of 
excellency by the spirit to enlarge thy understanding in 
divine openings ; which when this grows upon thee, be- 
ware of pride, and self-conceit, for that has ruined many. 
But give the honour hereof where due ; and the more 
thou art enlarged, labour to be the more humble, and in 
BO doing thou wilt find safety. 

But under these vwioua U\»Vft*mVX^l%^>'V -^^x^^*^ 
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an inward waiting upon tby gift, to feel the moTing 
thereof in thy own mind, which willby a gentle illumina- 
tion dear thy understanding and judgment, whereby thou 
wilt clearly see thy place and Bernce in the church ; and 
if thou findest it thy place to minister to others, be 
willing to do thy master's will, and stand up in the 
meekness of the spirit which moveth on thy mind, and 
speak the word thereof according to the present opening 
that is before thee, regarding strictly on the one hand, 
by speaking too fikst and too lovd, thou don't oyer-run 
thy natural strength, gift, and opening, which if thou 
happens to fall into, it will bring thee into oonlVision, 
and thou wilt not know when to conclude, and so mayst 
shut up thy own way in the minds of thy brethren, and 
bring thyself under a just censure ; therefore whencFer 
it happens so with thee, sit down ; for by endeayouring 
to mend it, thou mayst make it the worse. 80 on the 
other hand, be not too low, nor too slow in thy speech, 
so as to lose the matter that way ; but carefully keep to 
thy opening, avoiding both the extremes. Stand up in 
a calm and quiet frame of mind, as free as possible from 
either a fear or care how thou shalt come off; but foUow 
thy guide in all circumspection and humility, beginning, 
going on, and concluding in thy gift. Thus wilt thou 
experience, what the wise man said, to be true, ** A man's 
gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before gieat 
men." (Pro. xviiL 16.) 

Now the state I have considered this inftint minister 
in, is such as requires help by tender advice from faithful 
friends of experience, so that I may compare him to a 
babe that wants both the breast and nursing, whicl 
should be tenderly and with great care administered, bi 
that if he be oorreoted, let it be in love *, if encoura^' 
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let it be witli prudence, both may hurt him, if not well 
timed, and given discreetly. 

But now we will suppose him a little grown, and to 
know himself better than a babe can, in which condition 
he will meet with exercises according to his growth and 
experience, against which it is needful to be prepared and 
watchful. 

Then, first, after thou beginnest to know, and see a 
little where thou art, and what thou art about, there 
will be an obserying eye in thee, to look at the exercises 
and ministry of others, and an aptness in thee to compare 
thyself with others, which may have some ill effects upon 
thee, if not prudently guarded against. For if thou 
apprehendest on such a view, that thy gift excels and is 
preferable to some others, this may lift thee up and 
prove hurtful ; so on the other hand, if thy brother's 
gift in thy thoughts is more desirable and acceptable, 
this may cast thee down, and beget too mean an opinion 
in thee of thy own gift. 

Secondly. If thou lookest out at the excellency and 
beauty of another's gift to be more than whatis in thy own, 
a desire may arise in thee to refider thyself like him, and 
so endeavour to mimick and imitate their delivery, ac- 
cent, and manner $ and thus leaving thy own gift, and 
devoting thyself to follow, or be guided by others, thou 
wilt soon be under a cloud, and lay a stumbling block in 
thy own way, and shut up the hearts of thy brethren 
towards thee. To prevent which thou must consider, 
that as there are, first, " diversities of gifts, but the 
same spirit," therefore mind thy own gift and not 
anothers, and regard the Spirit that moves thee in it ; 
that being the same that is in thy brother oc ^vg^.<^ \ "es^ 
if thou keepest thy place t^iexem^ ^^wx V^^» \SJ«.otv^ ^««^ 
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that, though thy gift is different from theirs, it is the 
same Spirit. So, secondly, the administration (or delivery 
thereof) differeth, but it is the same liord that maketh 
thee to differ from them, and them to differ from thee ; 
therefore let not the seeming excellency that appears in 
another's gift above thy own tempt thee to an imitation 
of either delivery, manner, or accent, lest thou insensibly 
fall into that theft, against which the Lord by his pro- 
phet complains, "I am against the prophets (saith the 
Lord) that steal my words, every one from his neigh- 
bour." (Jer, xxiii. 30.) Besides, the way thou hereby 
takest to get credit and a place in the church, will be the 
shortest way to lose it, and at best thou wilt be taken for 
one that apes and mimicks what thou canst never attain 
to ; and the more thou strivest this way, the worse it 
will be ; therefore I advise thee keep to thy own gift, 
manner of delivery, and the matter that is epened in thy 
mind by the spirit. 

To make this point yet more plain, it is needful thou 
first learn to know there is " diversities of gifts," and 
though thine may differ from another's gift, yet mind to 
keep to it, and by this ttou wilt know that thou art in 
thy gift, if after thou hast been exercised therein thou 
feelest inward satisfaction and comfort to flow in thy 
mind ; but if thou findest trouble and heaviness, con- 
sider whether thou hast not been out of thy place, either 
in the manner of delivering thyself, which relates to the 
administration, which may justly differ, and yet have a 
beauty in it, though thou majest not see it thyself; or 
it may relate to the matter delivered, and though that 
may differ foom that of another, whose doctrine thou 
mayst think more acceptable and in more apt terms, 
wbwh ma/ tempt thee to imitate him ; this will bring aa 
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tineasiness and a cloud over thy mind ; therefore keep 
to thy own way, both in thy opening and delivering 
thereof guarding against all affected tones of singing or 
sighing, and drawing out thy words and sentences be- 
yond their due len^^th,* and by speaking too much in a 
breath, and so adding an " ah !" to the end of them, and 
drawing thy breath with such a force and groan as will 
drown thy matter, and render thee imacceptable to thy 
hearers ; likewise guard against superfluous words, im- 
pertinently brought in, such as " I may say," " As it 
were," "All and every one," "Dear friends," and 
** Friendly people," with sundry others of the like kind, 
which add nothing to thy matter, spoiling its coherence 
and beauty of expression ; likewise avoid all indecent 
gestures of thy body, as throwing thy arms abroad, and 
lifting up thy eyes, such gestures not suiting the dignity 
of the ministry ; neither lift up thy voice beyond thy 
natural strength, nor strain thyself beyond due bounds, 
vainly supposing that when thou makest most noise 
with an accent and ^one that pleaseth thy. own imagina- 
tion, that the power is most with thee ; when indeed it 
is nothing but the heat of thy own spirit, and sparks of 
thy own kindling, which whoever are overtaken by, and 
give way to, most expect no less than to lie down in 
sorrow. 

I therefore advise thee to wait for the descending of 
the gift of the spirit, which will bring an exercise over 
thy mind, in which thou mayst be opened with some 
matter suiting the present occasion: and when thou 
findest it is thy place to speak, stand up ; for it is not to 
be supposed that all thou mayst have to say on this or 
that subjeot, can come before thee e*er thou begins to 
ipeak. And if thou shouldeat bu^^o^ Vt^^aA v^^-safi^*-) 
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endearouring to prepare thyself like a soliool boy, thou 
•wilt be greatly disappointed, not speaking what thou 
intended, but something else that thou intended not, 
which may be thy trouble and grief; therefore, when 
thou findest a subject brought before thee, be not de- 
sirous of anything more than the yirtue of the spirit of 
wisdom to direct thy mind in rightly dividing the word ; 
carefully observing as aforesaid, to stand up with a calm 
and undisturbed mind ; for if thou art under a fear in 
thyself of either the assembly or any one in it, it will 
much hurt thy service — thy imderstanding will not be 
clear; therefore it is better thou shouldst wait until 
thou gettest over that fearful temper, and thy gift will 
help thee over this weakness in due time, as thou in sin- 
cerity keepest to it; neither suffer thyself to think of 
doing something extraordinary to be admired, nor have 
a desire to appear when it is thy ^lace to be silent, but 
remember at first it was a cross to speak, let it not be 
so to be silent, but in a true resignation be contented 
to be just what the gift assists and helps thee to be at 
that time. 

Then, I say, being thus prepared as aforesaid, mind 
the time of thy offering, that thou mayst not hinder the 
service of another,norhurt thyown, byeither standing up 
too soon or standing too long ; all which will be prevented 
as thou keepest in a quiet, cool frame, retaining thy un- 
derstanding, that thou mayst speak with the spirit and 
understanding also. Thus all will be comforted and 
edified together, and thou wilt find it most safe to begin 
and go on in thy ministry just as thy strength in the 
^A is upon thee ; so will thy matter and voice be filled 
nri'tA divine virtue and power, and t^iy "ViBwcet* VilsX >>« 
^^nJhmed that tbon dost speak by aut\iOTVb^ fsom«^>w^ 
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Herein will tliy joy be very great* 

But thie reiignation spoken of, is such that we should 
be always under, still submitting to the gift ; so that if 
we find some divine openings in our minds, which may 
intended by the giver for our own instruction, when we 
find it so, beware of giving that to others which is de- 
pigned for ourselves, but let us intreat the divine being 
to asisst as by his grace, to make a right application of 
such openings, and this will still add to our qualification 
and improvement in the work ; but if for want of this 
care to know thy place, thouj^houldst attempt to preach, 
when it is thy plaee to be silent, from the opening afore- 
said, thou wilt by so doing give that away to others 
which thou ought to feed upon thyself, and so become a 
formal and unprofitable minister. The true knowledge 
of the. time when to speak and when to be silent (so 
needful to the very being of a minister) wiU be lost, and 
thy labour will be in the dark, and weakness will sur- 
round thee on every side. Then when thou findest it 
thy place to speak, begin as if thou were going to relate 
any matter of fact to a single person, taking care at least 
however, not to appear in a more unbecoming manner in 
an assembly, than thou dost in thy common affairs : but 
some have in their ministry delivered themselves more 
awkwardly and unbecomingly than at other times. ISot 
that I would be supposed to conclude any should, in the 
B9me manner and accent, deliver his ministry as his 
common discourse, but then the difierence should be, 
that he should deliver his ministry with aJbetter grace, 
in pertinent matter to the subject be^oTQ V\av^*Ci!Asv\^<ek 
idoes hiB discourse in commoTi, aocoTdm% \.o VJaa 5»i^«» ^"^ 
Maistanee reoeived by the spirit «.t t\i«Jt ^vco© % ^^^^^^ 
will be a confirmation to tbem t\i»Jt \i«w» ^^^^**^ *^*^^ ««?»* 
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as liaving authority. But a deportment different from 
thiS) and appearing in terms not agreeable to sound doc- 
trine, gije reason justlj to fuspect the contrary ; and 
Buch bring contempt upon themselves, being looked on 
no other than pretenders to what they hare no right to 
meddle with ; besides to fitther such conduct upon inspi- 
ration, still adds to and heightens the offence; and 
therefore to avoid these faults, begin with temper, in 
coolness of mind, and go on as thou seest thy way 
open, and fiudest thy understanding enlarged ; thus wilt 
thou have pertinent words to express, and scriptures 
which will suit thy matter, and confirm it, will be brouglit 
in memory that may not have been thought of, nor read 
by thee long before. Here thou wilt see a reason for 
what thou sayest; thy understanding being clear and 
bright, thou wilt be able to render a reason for what thou 
hast preached for doctrine. And if thou shouldst not 
in thy words exactly suit with the sense of some that are 
thy elders, yet this friendly, cool temper of mind, will 
render thee open to receive from some kind Aquilla or 
Priscilla instruction in the way of the liOrd more per- 
fectly, all which will end to thy advantage and improve- 
ment. Besides, this calm and easy going on in thy 
delivery will give thee an advantage to raise thy voice, 
as thou findest inward strength and virtue from the 
spirit to increase ; and as that grows upon thee, thou 
vdlt And thy voice to alter and fill with virtue, and thy 
delivery beautified with an acceptable mein and deport- 
ment. Thus>will thy words be filled with spirit and life ; 
but if thou raisest thy voice higher, and speakest faster 
^£an tbou findeat spiritual BtreT\g\-\v to «k%%\fiX.^\.\iovjL -wUt 
over-run thy opening and natural atTeTi?,t"Vi. «\%o^ wA >mv- 
^roidabljr faU into confasion ; tliereiox©^ ^ ^^i \g» 
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HBen from Otj brolber'i, w may tbj ddirery, and thy 
opening also, irhiob I bMeeoh thee to keep to ; then wilt 
tbon acquit thjaelf as a man of God, a " Woricmam that 
maei tmt to he aAamed, rigkth) dioiditig tltt Kord qfimlh." 
Thia brings me to ipeak more partbolarly to the diObr- 
enoe of the operation or opening, being the third and laat 
head under the apostle's notice, nho sajs, and tkcrt art 
diemrtiiU* ofoperatiotu, bui il it tie «ium (M, tMdi 
tBOrkfthaUin^dl. fl Cor.iii.6.J 



(t^u^t /nsrt^. 



Thebi are direraitiet of operatioDs, bat the same Sod, 
Ac. This relates to the opening, irhioh may likewise di( 
fer in the manner of its being Bipres>ed, eeeing there are 
sundry wsjg of expressing the eaiiie thing. 
Pint, bj Parables, or oomparisons suitably adapted- 
Second, by Allegories- 
First, by parables is the beauty, Bioelleney, and virtue 
of truth often set forth in lively and moring terms, pro- 
ducing JD the hearers the passiona of sorrow, anger, or 
joy, as the matter sot forth affecte them, bo that hereby 
they are drawn unawares to pau a severe judgment upon 
their own doings, bb in the ciue of Darid, when Nathan 
had by a parable eet forth the rioh man's injustioe, in 
taking away the poor man's ewe-Iamb, which waa bu i^ 
to entertain his gueat with, anA ttiOT«\q »^3\iu|,\i* "Tj 
Awi, Sow DsTid heanng ttua «> »i«Tm«g.T »u««««^ 
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that he said ^ As the Lord liyeth, the man that hath 
done' this thing, shall surely die, and restore the lamb 
fourfold, because he had no pity :" And Kathan made the 
appUoation, and said to Darid, ** thou art the man." And 
David 80(m was sensible he had past a jnst judgment up- 
on himself. Sundry examples might be brought to set 
this way of speaking in a truer light ; but to aroid pro« 
lizity, I oonfine myself to on}y three more ; the first is in 
Isaiah, where G-od sets forth the house of Israel, under 
the parable of a Vineyard, and the men of Judah as hiB 
pleasant plants, haying bestowed great husbandry on the 
Yineyard, he looked for fruit agreeable thereto, but being 
disappointed, he thus complains, '* when I looked for 
Cbapes, (meaning thereby the fruits of righteousness, 
judgment and truth, agreeable to the law of that just G-od 
from whom they had received so many and unparalleled 
favours) they brought forth wild Grapes," meaning there- 
by, oppression, crusty, disobedience and injustice, such 
fruits as the Gentiles (who had not been frvoured like the 
Jews, hui been unthout Ood in the World) brought forth 
agreeable to the nature of their degenerate and corrupt 
hearts. 

The seoond Parable Ib our Saviour's, wherein he seta 
forth the injustice of the Jews by the same kind of figure. 
" There was a certain householder planted a Yineyard, 
and let it to husbandmen, and when the time of fruit 
came, he sent his servants, whom they beat ; he sent again 
and again his servants, and they met with the same treat- 
ment," but at last he said, *' I will send my Son, perhaps 
the^ will shew reverence unto him ;" but instead of that, 
^»j^tbejr, "This ia the heir, come let ufiVVW^iVni, wdiVXv 
^aherltAuoe will be ours." This so pricVd \.\ift le^«k 
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the heart, that they soon perceived it related to them^ 
and were sore offended with it. 

The third and last that I shall observe here, is in Luke 
viii. '* A sower (sajs our Saviour) went forth to sow^ 
some fell hj the way-side, and it was trodden down, and 
the fowls of the air devoured it. Some fi^ upon a rock, 
and it withered awaj, because it lacked moisture. And 
some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprung up with 
it and choked it. Some fell on good ground, and brought 
forth some an hundred fold, some sixty, and some thirty, 
as in Matt, xiii 8. 

These, with sundry others of the like kind, interspersed 
here and there in the text, show the wonderful excellency 
and beauty which are given to and opened in a Minister, 
by the divine word, in speaking by parables, comparisons 
or Allegories, thereby gaining great attention, and it is 
very moving, and of good service to them that hear, being 
given and opened by the spirit alone. And for this 
reason thou mayst be tempted to imitate, which when any 
one undertakes, who is not qualified, nor qpened by the 
Spirit therein, it makes confused work, and instead of 
odifying the hearers, grieves and loads them with trouble 
and sorrow, to hear solid and divine truths bo darkened 
and perplexed, by multiplying words without true know- 
ledge, thus religious people are grieved. But on the other 
hand, this makes diversion and sport tor the looser sort, 
who are too apt to make a mock at all religion and preach- 
ing, for which reason, it behoves every one to consider 
how they are qualified for the work of the MimstrY% I^a^ 
by undertaking what is above ikervx cK^«JC^>ii«»-»«»^'SS*^**''^ 
Btrength to go througti with, tVoy ii\io\>\^ ^5W»afe^»»s^ 
snd UgbtnesB, by deliYering \mi^tV,xft«nX. ^«c«2«^«*^* "^ 
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pAiisonB and allegorieB, not opened to them, nor giyen 
them by the Spirit of Gk>d ; th&t Spirit which searoheth 
all things, jea the deep things of God, and is the founda- 
tion of all the trae ministry and ministers. I say, if these 
or any other things be undertaken to be expressed, with- 
out the spirit guiding and opening the understanding, it 
will giro too much oocasion for that proverb to be renewed, 
that comparisons are odious. 

Secondly, by Allegories, as the apostle says, Gkd. ir. 
** For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one 
by a bond-maid, the other by a free- woman. But he who 
was of the bond-woman was bom after the flesh, but he of 
the Free-woman was by promise. Which things (saya 
he) are an Allegory ; for these are the two Coyenants. 
For this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth 
to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her 
children. But Jerusalem which is abore, is £ree, which 
is the Mother of us all ( meaning true beUerers) that 
are become the Sons of Ood by faith in Jesus Christ ;" 
for none erer receired him by faith, but with him they 
did receive power to become free-born children of the new 
Jerusalem. Another of the kind is in Hebrews the viith 
touching the Priest-hood and office of our Saviour as the 
High Priest of our profession and ministry, from whom 
we are to receive power for that work. 

There are yet other ways of the operations of the gift 
to be spoken to, which to be more intelligible in, I conclude 
them under the following heads. 

First. By narration of God's dealing with his people 
lapagtaget. 
Seooad, By noojuiting the goodoesaoi QtoA. \.o oxr 



Third. By declaring the great encouragement we haye 
to virtue, from the blessings that others have met with. 

Eourth. By expatiatmg on some particular text. 

Eifth. And lastly, by setting forth the sundiy dispensa- 
tions of G-od to mankind, by opening the mystery of the 
law that came by Moses, as figurative of the gospel, and 
how the prophets did point, at the same thing. 

First, then, by narration of God's dealing with his 
people in past ages. Such was the Sermon of Stephen, 
Acts the viith, and of Paul, Acts the xiiith, both which 
have the same tendency ; for that of Stephen, Acts viith, 
the first part of what he said, was by enumerating God's 
dealings with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Israel, to 
gain the attention and notice of his hearers, and the his- 
torical part of what he said, may be compared to the leaf 
gold which physicians indose their pills in, they being 
thereby better concealed from the pallet, that they might 
go down with the patient more glibly. For the substance 
of that Sermon was to let them see, they were acted by 
the same spirit as were their fore-fathers who stoned the 
Prophets, and put them to death. " For (says he) as your 
Fathers did, so do ye, always resist the Holy Ghost." 
This so prick'd and gaul*d them, that instantly they made 
his words good, stoning him with stones until he died. 
By which we may learn, the way of the Spirit which some- 
times leadeth into, and openeth in our minds, matter 
which only serveth to gain upon the affection and atten- 
tion of them that hear ; for if one should Mi directly up- 
on their present states without a parable^ QiQnss^«r)&Ksv^> 
allegory, or historical relation, aa inJtto^xxRJwsrj "Cassts5wi>,^ 
might render our labour uBeleatt wiQi YMSfiR^i'o^'>>^'^ ^^^ 
AD introduction^ given us by tbe s^VrA,, ^s^^ ^°^ 
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for a more Bearcliing and close ministTj', in setting the 
states of the hearers in a true light before their eyes. I 
now come to the second head. 

Secondly. By recounting the goodness of Gk>d to our- 
selves, in his great mercy visiting our souls while in the 
full career of disobedience ; and this requires great care 
and caution, that boasting may be excluded, and the 
honour of his name, whom we preach, exalted in our min- 
istry, confirming the same by scripture, and the experience 
of holy men recorded therein. Such was that of Paul 
before Festu9 and King Agrippa, (Acts xxvi. 22.) ''Having 
therefore (says he) obtained help of God, I continue imto 
this day witnessing both to small and great, Yerse 23. 
That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the 
first that should rise from the Dead." So that when 
Paul appealed to the king's faith, urging, verse 27. " I 
Imow that thou believest;" and he confessed himself, 
verse 28. *' almost persuaded to be a chrbtian." Thus 
Paul magnified the goodness of God to himself, yet set 
forth therein, that Christ is the true and proper object of 
fidth. 

Thirdly. In declaring the great encouragement we 

have to pursue virtue, from the blessings that others have 

met with thereby, such as Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, 

Samuel, David, &c. The author to the Hebrews, in the xith 

Chapter, giving us a large aeoount of the faithfulness of 

the £uthfbl, both men and women, which are enumerated 

to this very end (as himself declares) that we may be pro- 

raked hj the strongest examples and inducements to fol- 

yofr the Bsme steps in our pursuit oi vixtuB. T^ot n«\i«vi 

.Ae sums up the evidence (as it may \>e pTo^^\^ lenn^^ 

^ eJiexiith chapter, he begins, " vhweioxe aeefatti^^ii^^ 



A OOSPBL MUnSTEB. 46 

aare oompassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us 1&7 aside ererj weight, and the sin which doth so 
easUj beset ns. And let ns ran with patience the race that 
is set before as." I now come to the fourth head. 

Fourthly. By expatiating on some certain texts, in 
the openings of life upon the same, which is still for pro- 
earing to them who hear, the same end, by begetting 
fEuth in Christ the SaYipor of the World ; for Faith comes 
by hearing with a believing heart. Sach therefore was 
the preaching of Philip to the Eanoch, Acts yiii. For it 
is written, *' Philip opened his month, and began at the 
same Seriptare, and preached anto him Jbsfs." And 
somewhat like anto this is that of our Saviour, in lAiike the 
iy th, where " He went into the Synagogue on the Sab- 
bath-day, and stood up for to read, and there was deli- 
Tcred onto him the book of the Prophet Esaias ; and 
when he had opmed the book, he found the place where 
it was written, the Spirit of the Lord is upon me, &e." 
And he closed the Book, and gave it again to the Min- 
ister, and sat down. And the eyes of aU them that were 
in the Synagogue were fiistened on him." Then he opened 
his mouth, expounding the same, saying, **this day (verse 
21.) is this scripture fulfilled in your ears." Proceeding 
to the amaeement of them that heard him. I now com e 
to the fifth and last head, which I propose now to inti- 
mate to my reader. 

Fifthly, and lastly. By setting forth the sundry dis- 
pensations of Qod to Mankind, as to Abraham and Lot \ 
and in opening the mystery oi \.\i» \k« ^(^a3B^ ^«xs»a \s^ 
Moses^ as only preparatoTj to t\ie Qrovg*^^ «s^^ ^^^-v^ ^ 
Prophets did point out Christ, tVo wx\i%V.«a©»^^^^^ 
BguredfoTth by the offenngs wi^l AwaAo^^ ^«»^*^ 
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dispeDsation. Now we find the dispensation of AngoU 
to Noah, Abraham, and Lot, agreeing with the Piopheta 
that came after ; for unto Abraham was promiaed the 
blessing of all Nations. Likewise opening the true and 
spiritual meaning of Israel's travels, after their being do- 
livered from Pharaoh's power and thraldom, and shewing 
by the Spirit, that these things in the history hare m 
meaning to belieyers in the mystery, saoh as their going 
through the Bed Sea, and being pursued by the power of 
^ Sgypt, and their deliverance by an Almighty Arm, which 

I overturned their enemies ; and their being proved by want 

\ of bread and water, as also their gross mistake in setting i^ 

I the Egyptian idol, the golden calf, and dancing before it, 

I with this acclamation of joy, ** these be thy gods Israel !" 

&c. Now I say, all these things that happened to Israel 
in Egypt, through ,the Bed Sea, and in the Wildemesa, 
have a true resemblance of believers travelling from spirit* 
ual Sodom and Egypt, so called ; which is no other than 
coming from a state of fsllen nature in the first Adam, in 
which all are dead, and strangers to Gk>d, being in the 
enmity, are children of wrath, unto a state of grace and 
lifb through Jesus Christ, our spiritual Moses, being re- 
conciled to God through him who is the second Adam» 
the Lord from Heaven, who never felL And thus as we 
are opened by the spirit, in the ministry of the letter, tc 
hold forth the true meaning of the Spirit, therein we ma; 
be instrumental to bring many souls out of the enmit 
and wrath, to be reconciled to God through Jesus Ghrif 
And this ministry is called " the word af reconciliatioi 
J^otr then we are ambassadors for Cbmt) «a V\io\x:^ C 
^dbeaeech yon by na. We pray you in OtaVaV^ %* 
^7^ reoonoiled to aod." ( 2 (hr. t. 19. ^^ ^^^ 
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a Minister ought first to experience the Veil, that is in 
the history of the letter, taken awaj by the operation of 
Christ's Spirit in his own heart, and the substance of the 
figures under the law, given to him in experience, and 
this will give him boldness to declare what Gh>d has done 
for his soul, as said the apostle ; *' knowing therefore the 
terrors of the Lord, we persuade men, " (2 Cot.t. U.) 
viz. we labour to turn men from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan (the spiritual Pharaoh) unto 
G-od, &c. And as is before observed, the sense of these 
terrors may be so acute and sharp upon the spirits of our 
young Preachers, that they may with more charity be ex- 
cused that warmth of zeal in warning, and fore-warning 
others to forsake those evils for which they have so lately 
and severely smarted. I say, they may be borne with, and 
Charity should be uppermost in our minds towards such, 
where this is the truth of the case. 
' Now all these afore-named openings of the Spirit, in 
any of the aforesaid methods, as we are conducted therein 
by the word of life, are of great use and service in the 
Church, to beget faith in unbelievers, and to build up 
and confirm them that have had some taste and feeling of 
the Heavenly gift ; and this may so affect some, that 
have obtained part of the same ministry, that they may 
be in danger of borrowing one of another, and endeavour- 
ing to imitate the same ; but not having the same virtue 
and power attending, the nakedness of such will soon ap-. 
pear. But the danger of borrowing may lie as near, res- 
pecting the scriptures of the Old and New Te&tAxs^si&(.^ 
with any other books thatmsi^ oSeoX. w« tsmAa^ -^^-^^ 
we have heard delivered ia t^ie o^xCvci^B^ o'i'^^. _^^ 
no more lawful for us to pxew^ -'wVwbXnr^'^ok'^ 
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oaufe we have read it, than it is for va to preach what we 
have heard, beoanse we have heard it. Nay, I may fur- 
ther add (what thou wilt find by escperience tme in duo 
time) that it is not lawful for thee to repeat thy own ex- 
perience, and former openings, merely in thy own strength 
of memory and will; for if thou dost treasure up, and 
fumish^thyself this way, thou wilt be greatly disappointed, 
and thy doctrine will be like the Manna kept out of sea- 
son, worms bred in it, and it stank. Now a spiritual 
minister is, and ought every day to be like blank paper, 
when he comes into the assembly of the Lord's people, 
not depending any former openings or experience, either 
of his own or others, that he hath heard or read ; but his 
only and sole depoidence must be on the gift of the Spirit 
to give, and bring to his understanding matter suitable 
to the present state of the assembly before him. Thus 
will thy words be fitly spoken, and '* like apples of gold 
in pictures of silver,*' and thou wilt appear as the oraole 
of GK>d, ministring out of that ability which God gives, 
and under his conduct thou wilt be safe, thy words being 
full of spirit and life, will edify the hearers, and thy own 
heart will be full of comfort and peace, the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit ; which will bring thee great honour and re- 
spect from thy brethren, which ought with great care to 
be received ; and the more thou hast hereof, the more 
humble and circumspect ought'st thou to be in rendering 
the honour where due, viz. To thy Lord and Master, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the great Minister and Apostle of our 
profession. 
Having brought our young MinUtera tVna tw^'w^'^nSI 
eoiuider them £tted for other serviceA in tt«ve\l\xDi|^) ^\ui;^ 
^&«^ be the Buhject of the next Ohaptet. 
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(Clitt|iht /iftj^ 



ADTIOES TO A OAlTTIOtrS OOimtrCT AKD DBPOBTXUTT tS 

THSIB TBATBLS DT THE WOBZ OP THB lONISTBY. 

• 

Wl will now consider our young Minister as liaving an 
enlargement of both understanding and love, engaging 
liis mind to labour for the good of others ; and this can't 
be confined to thj own Meeting, Church, or County, 
where thou hast thy residence, but the constrauiing 
power of love^ arising from the operation of the gift in thy 
own mind, may bring thee under a weighty concern to 
visit the Churches abroad, in which work there generally 
is a gradual beginning ; first in visiting thy neighbouring 
Meetings, and in this work, as thou keepest thy place, 
thou wilt gain experience, and thereby come to be more 
fit to undertake weightier service. 

First then, Be not over-forward to visit friends abroad 
lest thou should'st bring thy self under a suspicion of run- 
ning too &st ; neither be too backward, lest thou should'st 
hurt thyself by hindering thy growth in that love which 

•would enlarge thy mind for the edifying of the Church, 
and thy own comfort. In order therefore to both, I re- 
quest a due attention in thy mind, to feel the constraining 
power of love to draw thy spirit before thou goest, which 
will, with a divine affection, and ardent desire, move strong 
in thee for the good of them t^ou wrti \.o -rvsK^. ■\jr^.'C«» 
lest upon tbee, with a reaignfttioii^ \\»X. M\5t^» ^^^ '^^^^^ 

thou art both ready «iid i?iWm|^ to %o. ^«^ M^2w«#!^ 
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sires arise in- thee from a right spirit, thou wilt feel great 
peace in so giving up, with a clear sight and satis&ction 
in thyself to go. Now after thou hast given up to visit 
thy neighbouring meetings, and art come among strange 
friends and faces, thou wilt find thyself under great fears 
and doubts, how thou shalt come off; and perhaps it may 
be poor enough in thy own esteem, so that thou mayst 
think thou hadst better have staid at^ home ; and a jeal- 
ousy may possess thy mind, that the friends judge thou 
art out of thy place. And thus thou mayst return under 
a doud for thy undertaking, and more especially sa, if 
thou findest thyself guilty of slips in expression or doc- 
trine, either in misapplying or misciting the text ; this 
may dull thy spirits, and flag thy inclinations for the pre- 
sent exceedingly. But thou must not rest here, for the 
giflb thou hast received will not thus be smothered, if thou 
regardest it as thou ought'st, and the trouble thou meetest 
with may be of good use to thee, which hereafter thou 
mayst see, (tho* it does not now appear) therefore, as thou 
keepest thy place, tliou wilt find thy heart more ardently 
inclined to go again, when no doubt thy last visit will be 
remembered as a block in thy way to so good a work ; 
but that ought not to hinder, tho' it will humble thee ; but 
in hopes to succeed better, go again, chiefly regarding to 
look in the proper place ior help, where thou hast in# 
time past met with it ; and if thou comest off well now this 
second visit, finding aU pleased, this may raise thee in thy 
own thoughts more than may be for thy good, if thou 
dost not watchfully caU to mind the foundation of that 
exaellency in which, thou hast appeared, and give the 
pTMiBe hereof to the Almighty, discouTa^l^ m ^-5%^^ 
or any other, any thing that may appeax coiitwai VJaftT«N«» 
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Thus by degrees thou wilt be more acquainted and inured 
to strange fiMes and meetings, and wilt get strengtli orer 
that slayish fear and uneasiness, oecasioned through want 
of experience ; and as thou witnesses a growth in thy gift, 
the word of life, a concern of greater moment and con- 
sequence may fall upon thee ; for as thy heart is enlarged 
in the word of life, thy lore will be farther extended to* 
wards the children of men, and inclinations will be raised 
in thy mind (in proportion to that love which is b^t in 
thee, by the gift of the spirit thou hast leceived to minis- 
terfrom) to make farther yisits to the meetings and 
people of Gt)d, in some adjacent County or Counties ) 
under the impulse whereof, thou wilt find many difficul- 
ties and hardships laid in thy way, which will bring thee 
under a great strait what to do, sometimes concluding 
this, and sometimes that ; but whilst thou art under this 
doubting, it will be proper to advise with some ministers, 
who haye had some experience in the like case, and let 
them know, how it is and hath been with thee, respecting 
thy present concern, and they may be assisting to satisfy 
thy mind, and thou mayst from that conclude to give way, 
being easy and well satisfied it is thy place to go ; but 
before thou takest thy journey, lay the matter before thy 
brethren, in order for a proper certificate, or a letter of 
recommendation, signifying the satis&ction and unity of 
thy brethren with thy undertaking. All this being done, 
the consent of thy friends and brethren obtamed, and 
nothing appearing now to obstruct, giro up freely to make 
this intended risit, always minding, that thou kfi^^RRiv. 
dose to thy gift, and f oUoweat V\\^ \eiai^\xi^ ^«w5^\«K5o^ 
in ^217 joumeyings and doclTme •, *o '^^^ >2tt.o>v '^sc^ « 
Mtrengtb inwardly to inorea&e, aa^ «vg«n»a»»''''^^^^ 
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Added to thy knowledge, and thou wilt be praaenred from 
going too fiist in thjtMyels or from being persuaded to 
go ont of thy right line, and oonoem } or from lingering 
too long in particular placesi all which are hurtftd'mis^ 
takes when fidlen into } but as thy mind is preserved un* 
der the conduct of the spirit and word of truth, thou wilt 
see when it is thy place to return ; and the same con- 
straining power of loye in thy heart, which drew thee 
forth, will lead thee home again ; and when thou art there 
endearour to keep thy place inhumility, lest thou should'st 
miss thy way by endeayouring to appear as an able min* 
ister, supposing, because thou hast been abroad a little^ 
thou must now giro some proof of thy apostles hip by en- 
larging on sudh matters as come before thee, apprehoid- 
ing, that thy friends at home may expect such a 
performance fr^m thee; and if thou should'st let thy 
mind out to answer them therein, thou mayst disappmnt 
thyself as well as those that hear thee. To avoid which, 
be mindful to regard thy opening, proceeding no further 
than led by the spirit in thy ministry, let it be little or 
much, without endearouring to make it more or less } nei- 
ther coTct to appear well read or learned *, for by giying 
way to such a temper thou mayst discover thy weakness, 
and appear^both foolish and impertinent to them that 
hear thee. It is safe for a minister to desire no other 
knowledge than the work of regeneration in his own mind, 
that he may speak to others the things of the spirit Qn. 
such words of plainness as are received fr^m it) because 
he knows them to be true in his own experience, always 
JvmemberiDg, that it is not lawful for ua to speak our own 
arperianoe in out own time and wVSi)\raLt^«xKniX'^naAb 
^i&e/«oiiies|Mriliial virtue, flOid arniM«Mnatai&&AVii<aras 
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minds, enabling us, bj opening our nnderstftndings, to 
declare to others with power and authority, in the word . 
of life, what Gh>d has done for our souls ; and this will 
be delivered in such terms and plainness of speech, as 
they that are unlearned, and of low capacities, will under- 
stand ; but if we undertake the work in our own time, 
and depend upon strength of memory, either from what 
has been opened to us before, or from what we have 
formerly had in our experience, we shall easily £a31 under 
that temptation of endeavouring to appear eloquent, by 
embellishing our discourse with such terms and phrases 
as we may not rightly understand, and therefore may mis- 
apply ; and thus by aspiring to appear knowing, well read 
and eloquent, we may discover our nakedness by aiming 
at forbidden knowledge, as our first parents did. Our 
safety therefore stands in keeping to the root of the min- 
istry, the inspiration of the spirit, patiently waiting at all 
times to know our places and services in the ministry, 
that when we speak, it may be the word and mind of the 
spirit, and not our own ; and when we minister, it may 
be in .that strength and ability which God is pleased to 
give, and not our own ; and thus shall we gain strength, 
and our labour will be acceptable; the hearts of our 
brethren will be opened and enlarged towards us, as we 
thus approve ourselves workmen that rightly divide the 
word of truth ; herein neither we ourselves, nor those 
that hear us, will have any just cause to be ashamed. 

Now as thou thus keepest thy place in thy gift, thou 
wilt grow therein, and thy desire and inclinations -vUL 
likewise with ardent love grow m "^Ta^tM\wv ^v^sSa. "^k^ 
gifts for the tendency of a B^mt\i^TS^^a"<»'n>«^^^^7^ 
ture MB such, that it enfiamea t\io tmb.^ Vws««^'» "^ 
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I 

< K with a desire of doing good to the souls of men, and to he 

instramental to promote their happiness, both here and 
hereafter, according to that ability received ; and this is 
no other than the lore of Qt)d in Christ Jesus, working 
on the intellects of thj mind, and gently constraining thee 

' ' to so good a work ; and thou wilt now clearly see, that 

a dispensation of the gospel is given thee in charge, and 
thy care ought to increase with thy gift, how to discharge 
thy duty therein ; but thou wilt also find at times very 
strong reasonings against thy undertaking, nay perhaps 
stronger than before, and wilt be ready to think, and say 
to thyself, why should I trouble my mind about these 
things. I had best mind my own work now I am young, 
and endeavour to improve myself in the affairs of this life, 
which will be both prudent and commendable; this I 
will endeavour, and likewise be as religious and careful of 
myself as I can, and let others look to themselves for me, 
that's their duty and not mine. Such lik3 reasonings as 
these will at times rise very high in thy way ; but not- 
withstanding, as thou keepest to thy gift, and waitest in 
it, all these clouds of reasonings will vanish, and thy 
mind will be secretly enflamed with love to promote faith 
on the earth. 

Now the first journey I supposed very short, soon out 
and soon home ; but presuming the next to be longer, it 
will be more needful than it was the first time to have the 
approbation of the monthly meeting of which thou art a 
member, and it may so happen, that some of thy brethren 
maj think that thou art not qualified for such an under- 
^kln^, but they may advise thee to tarry at Voma till 
^Jiouart (in their thoughts) better fitted £oi auck «kV\a:> 
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and this may be a yery hard trial, which if not rightly 
taken, may prove hurtful to thy mind ; for if thou art 
apt to be dejected, this may bring thee very low, and stag- 
ger thee so fieur, so as to call in question the very founda- 
tion wnich thou hast thus far proceedecl upon in thy 
ministry, but if thou keepest thy place in thy gifb, this 
will be of great benefit to thee, in gaining experience. I 
say, here will be a great need of keeping a close watch 
oyer thy own temper and spirit, lest prejudice should be- 
get hard thoughts in thy mind against those whom thou 
mayst look upon as opposers, because they scruple giving 
consent to thy travelling so long a journey as is proposed ; 
so that if thou art of a vindictive temper, and apt to 
resentment, this may, if thou art not very watchful, tinc- 
ture thy ministry with bitterness, which will appear by 
giving slant and side strokes in thy preaching, or by suffer- 
ing thyself to think, that what they offer in opposition to 
thy travelling, proceeds from some private pique or re- 
sentment, and not from any just cause of objection that 
they have to thy ministry, but out of a captious humour 
they set themselves against thee; and thoa to be even 
with them, giving way to passion and resentment, so that 
thy mind is soured, and thy ministry tinctured with anger 
and revenge, giving sideblows with a view to oppose thy 
opposers $ but whatever thy successes may be respecting 
them, thou mayst assure thyself by this conduct thou 
wilt expose thyself to contempt with thy best friends, and 
make thy way more strait, by increasing the niunb^ of 
dissatisfied brethrenby thy preaching so faliofTeAfiso^ia^ssc^^ 
and void of gospel love ; themoT^ \\io\jL%^jrCT««N»"'^«^'*'*^ 
for riotory and enlargement, t\x© ^xeaXiet «a^%^J*^■^^?^ 
opposition will b© againat ihee, aoii^wv'^r^ xjww* 
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56 QTTALIPICATIONS OV 

objeot of both scorn and contempt. Therefore to avoid 
all these inconveniences that may arise on this account, 
it will be fit to consider, that for every fault or error 
thou art guilty of in thy travels, whether it be in doctrine 
or conversation, the meeting and friends that have recom- 
mended thee as a minister, must share largely with thee, 
both in the blame and shame thou bringest upon thy pro- 
fession and ministry, by thy ill conduct or disagreeable 
doctrine ; and therefore every friend and brother in thy 
own meeting ought to be satisfied, both respecting thy 
ministry and conduct as a minister, e*er they sign letters 
recommendatory on thy behalf; nay, it is the indispensa- 
ble duty of every member, having a just cause of objeo- 
tion, to oppose thy pretensions to travel as a minister, 
with this caution, that he in a brotherly and gospel spirit 
shew the cause of his objections ; and whether it may re- 
late to thy doctrine or conversation, or both, let this 
mind be in thee, that it is designed for the good of the 
whole, and with a view to prevent any uneasiness to the 
society, and not in any prejudice to thee, but for thine 
and the churches good ; thwefore guard against a spirit 
of envy and resentment, and keep in love and charity 
with all those that may appear against thee, desiring above 
all, to be endued with an humble and forgiving spirit s 
put the best meaning on what thou has met with, that il 
was and is designed.for [thy good, with a view to save 
both thine and the monthly meeting's credit, where thov 
art a member, making thy humble application in spirit tc 
God for true wisdom, and the spirit'of a sound mind tc 
oonduot thee in tbia time of trial, by opposition, from sucl 
Msmaj' wish both thee and the cause o{Te^on.TV|£^V>N«Q 
^S^neral, keeping dose to thy ^, iorbeatmilto %w 
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in the ministry, if tlion feelest sn j tinotnre of sourness 
or resentment, but wait in silence nntil all that is purged 
oat and taken awaj, bj the prerailing power of love in 
Ohrist Jesus, that so the ministry of reoonoiliation from 
him may fill thy mind ; and in this, as thon art kept and 
preserved, thouwilt through patienoe overcome all that 
may oppose thee. Thus wilt thou, by divine aid, be able 
to turn thy water (which hath been afflicting) into wine, and 
thy way will be opened, all objections removed, and some 
whom thou mayest have looked upon as enemies, may ap« 
pear now thy beet friends, who have watched over thee 
for good I and finding all their objections answered, and 
uneasinesses concerning thee removed by thy humble, 
meek, and prudent conduct, may with both freedom and 
plsasure consent to sign thy credentials as a minister in 
unity with them $ tho* they may not all come in at once, 
but some may receive such impressions, by contesting the 
point, that it will require time to wear out ; but thy 
strength will increase, and the love of thy brethren grow 
strong towards thee, for the work's sake. 

Thus by &ith, having through patience surmounted 
all these difficulties, thou wilt find the words of the 
apostli true, that **all things shall work together for 
good, to them that love and fear 6bd.*' And these afflio* 
tions and trials will add to thy spiritual improvement, 
And thou wilt grow in the root, and thy experience will 
be much enlarged, and great will be thy eomfort and 
peace. But suppose again, that thou meetest with no 
opposition of this kind, but the meetings and^^^sr^ ^t&si&9> 
ber in it, are pleased and oYieex^aSi^ xe«oiosD«^^^<5^^^^'^ 
ministerin unity with tliem; t^«a\\\»Ti»eftSs^^'=^;^'*^^ 
tbgt tbon h9Bt in some good d©f;te©Oa» c^^aaX^s^^^"*^ 
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of that meeting reposed in thee, of which thou ought's 

for both thy own sake and their's, to be very oircumspec 

and careful, knowing that if thou should'st bring any dis 

grace or shame upon thyself, either in thy ministry o: 

oonrersation, the meeting that have certified on thy be 

hal^ wUl likewise suffer with thee, and come under blam( 

for recoDunending thee as a minister, finding that thoi 

answereth not the character given concerning thee ; an< 

under this state thy return will bring both sorrow am 

shame to thy friends at home. For the avoiding whereol 

the next chapter containeth some needful cautions an( 

counsel. I conclude this with Paul's advice to Timothy 

(2. Tim, iv. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5.) ** I charge thee therefore be 

tore G-od, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Preach the wore 

be instant in season, out of season } reprove, rebuke, ei 

hort with all long suffering and doctrine. For the tim 

will come, when they will not endure sound doctrine. Bv 

watch thou in all things, endure a£EUctions, do the wor 

of an Evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.** ( 

Tim, ii. 24, 25, 26.) This eKoellent advice, with that i 

the close of the second chapter, ia worthy of qmx notic 

and consideration. 
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d^jruptet liitjr. 



CAUTIONS AaAINST FBIDE AND EXAIiTEDKESS, XEDDLINa 
nr KATTBBS, SPBBASINa BEP0BT8, &C, AND A aENEBAL 
BBCOMKENSATIOV OF HUMILITY AND ICEES^nSSS IN ALL 
THINGS. 

I NOW suppose thee ready to take thy journey, in unity 
with thy brethren, made manifest by the credentials given 
thee for that purpose. 

Thus leaving thy brethren in the sweet fellowship of 
the gospel, haying their prayers for thy preservation and 
fluccess ; yet not without great fear and weeping, thou 
eettest out, doubting how it may answer ; but thou mayst 
perhaps be well satisfied for a few meetings at thy first 
setting out in this great humility of mind ; but thou 
must then keep so humble and inward with the Lord in 
spirit, as to wait daily for the renewings of both wisdom 
And power from him ; and thus will thy mind be supplied 
every meeting, with new life and matter suiting the 
states of the people thou art amongst ; and this will be 
to thy eomfort and peaee, and to their edification. 

But if after these fresh supplies that thou daily art 
favoured with, thou should'st grow unmindful what thou 
really art, and begin to think thyself in a better ca^acvt^ 
for the work than formerly, wid. t\ift eaXftcav ^^sl^^sc^^^ss^ 
ehown thee by thy friends, Xie^Vtv* V.o vw^S^ V>ki /«i:^ 
Mhove thAt humble and depending iTwco© % \Nisya.^^rC& 
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after booIi a state of mind prerails upon tbee, that lean- 
ness and barrenness of sonl will ensue ; and if tbou dost 
not betbink tbjself seasonably to return, but endeaTour*st 
in thy own strength and will to save tbj credit as a min- 
ister, tbou wilt lose ground faster tban it was gained. 
Tbus some, after they have b^gron well, and gone on so 
for some time, having gained some experience, and a form 
of sound words, but for want of keeping bumble and in- 
ward in spirit with the Lord, they have insensibly gone 
from the foundation and spring of living ministry, and 
depended on memory, former experience, and openings, 
and not on the inspiration of the Spirit, which is the root 
of all true ministry, and whatprooeeds from it is always 
new and acceptable. I say, such have fdlen into repeti- 
tions of the same things, without a newness of virtue at- 
tending them therein, and so have become formal minis- 
ters in the oldness of the letter ; and this sort of preaching 
may take with some, especially those that are insensible 
of the virtue of the spirit to reveal unto them the things 
of the spirit of Gtod. But notwithstanding thou mayest 
have fsvour and credit with such as a preacher, and may 
be by those respected for a little time, and regarded as such* 
yet the longer that thou goest on in this way, the more 
thou wilt covet honour and pre-eminence, yea, thou wilt 
in time be apt to seek the praise of men more than ci 
God, and out of humour, being displeased if thou bast it 
not. But alas, this is poor work ; for by the living in 
religion thou wilt^soon be discovered, and found out to be 
but an empty, dry, and unfruitful formalist ; and they 
0h3t are ahve unto G-od, will see thee plainly to be such i 
J^r iie JJord'g people^ who have a s^^Vntua^ d^MerDaa&%^ 
Ma'ibe Jong imposed u^n, but tibeiy wVVi &oA o\>X., vi^ 



diaoorer the true Toioe from the fidse, loying tlie first, 
•nd thee for the sake thereof; bat rcgeotiiig the last, and 
the aathors thereof^ be thej whoerer they may. lliere* 
lore all thj oontriranoe, foreeast', and skill, osed to the 
utmost advantage in thy own time, wiU, and strength, 
will prore bat as a broken eistem that can holdno water 
that will erer afford refreshment to the people of God, 
bat wiU load and griere them. To aroid all which, it 
will be safe to keep in an humble dependence, endearoar* 
ing to keep near the Lord, having him always before oar 
eyes, that we may leeeiTe daily ability from him, and 
speak as we fod oar minds moved by his divine Spirit; 
and whether it be little or much that we have to say, be 
thankfol tiiat we are f avoored with his presence and lifo 
in oar ministry, not so much regarding what others may 
say or Judge concerning us, as the peace and satisfaction 
that we inwarcdy eiyoy by the word of life, that life which 
is the light of men. Thou mayst find thyself as this day 
drawn forth and greatly enlarged in thy ministry, but to- 
morrow thoa mi^t beshut up^ barren and poor, having 
but Tory littie to say, and that but very brokenly, as with 
m stammering tongue, which may seem very uneasy to 
thee so to appear i and under such a condition thou mayst 
be tempted to go beyond thy commission. This ought 
always to be watched against, for it is our safest and beet 
way, at all times, to appear just as we fisel power and 
strength in our gifts, endeavouring to keep our minds in 
patience, be it how it will, knowing that the wind blows 
where, when, as strong, and weak, as it listeth, (Jokm iiL 8) 
and we can neither add or dinmnii^ vo^i^g^ ^scrsl '^\\sq^ 
if In the time of weakneaawe «n^«BWW«Xft'^Kv^^^*®**'^^ 
tj mnlt^ljiag words, we sVk»Sl ^iiMO^et i8a^^«««^^^ 
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ness, and in this state silence will be much moivr wide 
tlian preaching } therefore if tho« hast bvfc little to saj, 
say bat little $ and if thoa hast nothing to say, be silent f 
for altho' thou majst be judged as ont of thy pkee in 
trayelling, haying nothing to preaeh, yet if any eocmt thv 
as a fault to be ashamed o^ it is to be considered/ that 
this reputed shame (for in reidity it is thy credit) will 
fall more directly upon thyself^ in thy undertaking to 
preach without any authority for so doing, for by sncb 
an undertaking thou mayst fall unawares into suck im-* 
pertinences that may be a real shame, both to thysdf and 
thy brethren also, who will hereby share deeply with thee^ 
and the principle be reproached for thy folly and forward' 
ness in pretending to inspiration, when thou hast it not > 
therefore, if at times thou art Tery poor,- and has nothing 
to say, let not this tempt thee to go beyond thy line > 
for this poverty and affliction thou art under, may by 
divine purpose be brought upon thee, to prepare thy 
mind to speak more feelingly, and with moving language 
to others under the like dlstrees, and barrenness of toul« 
Thus are the ministers of dnriet often, as it BMty be said* 
baptized for the Bead, vis. they are given to taste of the 
various and near trials that believera are exercised and 
proved by, and are likewise made to taste and feel of the 
infinite mercy of God, in the raising them from death to 
life, and from the power of Satan and darkness to partake 
of the joys of immortality and eternal life, brought to 
light again by the gospel. 

^nd when a minister is thus prepared by spiritual 
affliction^ occasioned by the withdrawing of divine virtue 
Jivm his mind, and suffered, as many g,ood'iniBiL\AE^«\w«ii 
^ be bu^Tetted, f empted, tried, and wfteaL\yj ^V«i^^ft»>Mi% 
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ftuih, hope and patience almost to fiedl, yet in this state, 
l^ a secret and hidden power, neither seen nor thought 
o4 he is preserred ; tho* for yery anguish he may be ready 
toory out in the Tery bittOTness of his sonl, ''Oh! 
wretched man that I am, to undertake what I was not 
eaUsd to, and to run ere I was sent, my punishment is 
greater than I can bear." Thus it pleases God to suffer 
his ministers to be prored, that they may come forth as 
Tesseii fit for the refiner. 

But then, when this deliverer is pleased to reveal him- 
self the beloTed of the soul, oh ! what exceeding joy, what 
exceeding 'soul satisiisction then ? Oh ! then a minister 
can from txperience cry out and say, " come, taste and see 
that God IS good, and worthy to be waited upon. Oh ! 
eome and I'll tell you what Gt>d has done for my souL*' 

Kow this ministry begets faith, and raises the hearers' 
minds up unto the lively hope of the gospel, the power of 
life, in the preaching of the word as the oracles of God, 
and in that ability we receive from him. 

Here we find such kind of trials and afflictions by 
poTcrty and barrenness, to turn both to ours and the 
ehurches good, as we keep the word of Gt>d's patience $ 
and tho' in this state of poverty and weakness, sympathi- 
sing friends are very few, and such as will frown and look 
strange upon us may be many, yet nevertheless, such 
whose eyes are upon us, some for evil, and some for good, 
will see that our excellency is in him that has called us to 
this work, and not in ourselves ; and in due time, as we 
keep in humility and patience, waiting in our gifts, we 
ehall be drawn forth and enlarge \o \3da %»NJss&Asi^^st^ 
of tbem thst hear us. The acaVo xmsj ^T&!b ^^"^'^'^^^^ 
mad thou majat now luKve moxe \o %ftEEBax^> «^ «^?"*- 
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in tlij pndse than thou hadst to frown upon thee; for 
Buch is the fickleness and uncertainty of many in this 
respect, that they will turn both with us, and against us, 
in a short time ; so that the more applause we have, the 
mo^ fearful of ourselves we ought to be ; but if we should 
be exalted in ourselTCs, by reason that we are admired by 
common fiEune, we may, e*er we are aware of it, bring our- 
selves into the same condition before described, and all 
that friendship may be turned into slight and enmity 
again. It is therefore Tery safe for us, at all times to 
keep humble, and inward with the Lord, waiting in our 
gifts, that we may truly know when to speak, and what, 
as likewise when to be silent ; herein we shall grow frt>m 
one degree of experience to another, the gospel will be 
purely preached, and the work will prosper in our hands. 
Next, be careful of thy eonversation ; for it may so 
happen, that where thou lodgest, either casually or de~ 
signedly, thou mayst hear of some differences subsisting 
amongst friends, and others may likewise expose some 
Tioes that some of their meeting may be addicted to, of 
which they will Jie pleased thou takest notice ; but to all 
BQok kind of discourses thou ought'st to give no heed* 
but rather with decency shun them, lest they should biae 
thy mind in thy ministry, and so thou mayest preach by 
information, more than by inspiration. This will hurt 
thy service and reputation ; but if after thy service is 
over, thou meetest with any thing of this kind, and canst 
have freedom to advise, or be serviceable in any respect* 
to set right things which are amiss, endeavour to keep in 
t^e way ot thy duty with all humility, and patience, eon- 
aidenng impaHikHy what is said on a)\ %\^«ia \ ^^T^JsudSi^ 
P^nnade to peace rather thaxk judg^ amon|5ft\i ^^vit i<at Vu 
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may be dangerous to judge on either side, without a fair 
hearing, lest thou should give srength to that which thou 
onght'st not ; but if we can in a friendly manner bring 
aontending parties to an agreement, we shall do a good 
W0ik ; and if we haye any adriee to giTe to the dborderly 
and Tieions, let it be done in much Iotc and tenderness, 
lather she?dng the evil eonsequences of such practices 
by oomparison in other men, (which may shew them their 
folly) than to fall directly upon them. By this way of 
TCproo^ Nathan brought David to pass sentence upon 
himself; and if thou art instrumental to set their folly in 
m elear light, they may thereby be prerailed on to reform 
and amend. Thy prudent conduct herein will much in- 
erease both thy senrice^ and peace. 

Kext, be careful not to oarry tales and reports from 
ooe place to another ; for some hare, by such work, made 
HhanaAreB very offensire ; and consider that tale-bearing 
is forbidden under the law, as of pernicious consequence 
to the peaoe of socaety. (JLev, xix. 16.) How sordid then 
must it appear in a gospel minister, to be guilty of this 
fo]]|y F Therefore, if thou at any time art informed of ought 
•onoeming any friend, that may injure his character, first 
enquire^ whether such an informer hath giren such an one 
gospel order ; and whether, if he be called upon to Touch 
what he has said he will abide by that report P This will be 
m means to put a stop to tale-bearing in a good degree. Yet 
for all this, if thou find'st a concern to advise with such an 
<Mie, and to let him know what thou hast heard concerning 
his, or her conduct, minding that prohibition, Exod, xxiii, 
1. against false reports, this will make It noed&iI^^H^^&auStk 
than baat beard be questioiied, sa to Si(t« Vr^iXv^ Vs^ >^^^ 
to make known thy authoza, ioTwCkft a«S.^\iS*fe 'Qass^>«B^'" 
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reported; and if it apt>ear8 on examination iake, a stop 
will be put to it, which otherwise, bj the method of, " I 
will tell thee, bat do thou keep it to thyself," might go ftr 
and wide. This oonduct will be as a fortress against all 
such busy people, who love to scan their neighbours fail- 
ings while they overlook their own; and thy credit will 
grow with thy friends, and thy gift wiU make room £or 
thee, as thon art thns preserved. But if thon shonld'st 
have a pleasure in, and encourage such tatling, thou witt 
hurt thy sendee, and feed that temper in others as weillas 
in thyself, which ought to be slain ; therefore neyer hear 
nor receiye any such report, but from such judicious 
friends who hare laboured in a spirit of love to reclaim 
such oflTenders, and want thy aid to strengthen their en- 
deayours already used for the good of such; which is 
what in justice, according to gospel doctrine, we owe one 
to another. ^Aiff kind of behariour will answer thy chaf- 
racter, and thou wilt-iave praise for the same. 

In the course of thy travels thou wilt have frequent 

opportunities with friends at their meetings of discipline^ 

in which meetings there may happen sometimes warm 

debates, which may, if thou art not very careful and 

reserved, be a snare to thee in thy conduct, and thon 

mayst be too easily provoked to speak on one side, or the 

other, before thou dost rightly know and understand the 

matter. ISTow, altho' I would have us to be very careful 

and cautious, how we meddle at such times, and in such 

meetings, yet I would that we should exercise both our 

ears and undertandings, waiting in our gifts ; perhaps we 

may have a servioe in reconciling matters in debate ; and 

iftbou £nd'et it thy place to speak., "be u'!^'n.\^<Q «&<(]2f&rs^ 

^ Sad yet more dearly tbe riglit t\ii3i^ t\A^ Va oonVA&iQd^ 
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for, and let tlij words be deliyered with great deference 
and regard to both parties, with that decent condescen- 
sion, submission and sweetness, that is becoming thj age 
and experience to treat thy friends with. 

If thou shonld'st likewise observe a difference in the 
xnanagement of their affairs, respecting their discipline in 
common, from what is in the meeting whereof thou art a 
member, and from this mayst judge thyself able to shew 
them a. better method, which method by custom is become 
familiar to thee, and if thou art forward to dictate, by 
endeaTOuring to persuade them to alter their method of 
ordering matters, thou mayst be looked upon as a busy 
meddler in what concerns thee not. But if in private 
eonversation, some better notions of management respect- 
ing the making such meetings more serviceable, to answer 
ihe good end proposed by them for the benefit of society, 
oan be cultivated in the minds of those concerned, and so 
propagated by degrees, it might be of great use ; but 
hasty resolutions and changes in forms of discipline are 
of dangerous consequence, and ought never to be attempted, 
but upon considerations well digested; for it may 
offend some, and unsettle others, by raising debates for 
and against, which may cause great heats if they be stiff 
on both sides, as it may likely so fall out, to the breach 
of unity, and lessening brotherly love and charity one to 
another. 

I have observed, that where a monthly or quarterly 
meeting have continued in the method recommended to 
them by some worthy elders who are now gone, and left 
this practice as it were a legacy to thetxcL^^ %QTSi<^\^aK^^\3i%KSQi^ 
rery much opinionated thexoi, V3i\i.OTiW» \ja ^^ Vssss^ssc^ 
of the method they may boia-, an^^^TSka^'^^^''^^'^"^'^ 
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reason inducing sucli worthy Elders to this or that way 
of management, ought to be rery tender in judging about 
things of this nature ; and it may not be so material, 
whether things may be done this or that way, for the 
good of the whole, so they be done in Charity and Lore i 
therefore let us in our travels take care, not hastily to 
meddle and dip into these affairs, and so do more hurt 
than good. 

Now as to thy prirate conduct in all places where thou 
art with thy friends. Be very modest and thankful for 
such entertainment as may be given thee ; and tho' "it 
may be but (in thy esteem) poor and mean, yet as thou 
hast it from a sincere, loving, hearty and honest mindf 
according to the ability of the giver, be content, thankfbl 
and cheerful with it ; remembering who said, ** he that 
gives a cup of cold water to a Prophet, in the name of a 
Prophet, shall have a Prophet's reward.'* And guard 
against speaking disrespectfully in any other place of that 
entertainment, (tho' mean) for that may be very offiNisive, 
and give great uneasiness, being a hurt to thyself more 
than thou mayst be aware of; but in these matters be- 
have as becomes thy place and service. 

And in thy conversation, whether in publick, or more 

privately with those of a different sex ; be strictly careful 

to avoid too great familiarities, and every thing which, 

tho' innocent in itself, may give any just occasion of offenoe 

to such who may be watching over thy conduct, either 

with a good or evil eye ; that so thou mayst not 

only be preserved from evil, but likewise from every ap« 

pearance thereof; and by a prudent vod inoffensive 

behaviour adorn the gospel of Qod out Bav\wtt^«iA\s» «l 

example to the believers^ not only in^oT^wi^ ^w^acw 
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in public, but likewise in priyate, ** in conversation, in 
oharitj, in spirit, infaitb, and in pnrity." 

And if tbon art unmarried, oarefnllj guard against 
either making or reoeiying any proposals to alter thy 
condition hastily, and without being well adyised, and* 
seeing thy way dear therein ; but finish thy journey first, 
let the other rest till that is oyer, so wilt thou ayoid the 
risk of any reproach that might fall upon thee for any 
misbehayiour in that matter. 

Ta]^ what care thou canst, according to thy ability, 
not to make the gospel chargeable to thy firiends, in going 
from one place to another, neither be difficult to please 
in such places, but always shew thyself easy and contented 
with such entertainment as can be had ; some tempers^ 
the* strait handed enough themselyes, are yet difficult to 
please, and apt to find £sult, giying by such conduct un- 
easiness to their firiends ; but as we have no yiews of 
reward firom our hearers, nor ought to desire any other 
than a little supply for the present occasion, of what is 
needful to eat and drink, for which, let us be thankfully 
contented, and not shew any uneasiness, if what is set 
before us don't so well suit our present wants, but con- 
sider the ability of the firiends where we are, who may 
exceed their common way of liying considerably, the bet- 
ter to accommodate us. A discontented and murmuring 
spirit hath done hurt, and giyen occasion for some to say 
that the design of such in going abroad was to eat and 
drink, more than to preach the gospel ; a reflection, I 
hope, eyery firiend in his trayel will take care to ayoid 
end take all occasions to preyent *, not ioT^\>\&%^\^X>^^ 
the malice the World and the Deyi\.\i«yQ^«i^w^«>'^?^>^=^^^ 
tbe true ministry amongst U8» oou\d n»^«t^^2!a» oftssssaa. 
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upon US justly, of being mercenary, that is, suoli yrho 
ever looked for gifts, or sought after rewards ; a leprosy 
Affecting all the hireling teachers in the world, of what 
kind soever. 

Dear Brethren, let us maintain in our conduct that 
noble way we have ever walked in, that as we have fireelj 
received our ministry from CK>d by his Spirit, &eely to 
give to the people ; for a free ministry will stand, and be 
continued in the Church to latest posterity; but tho 
hirelings will be rejected more and more, and come to 
nought by degrees. 

Next, where Ihou comest, enquire if there are any sick, 
either in body, or mind amongst them, and wait to know 
thy place and freedom in thy gift to visit such ; but in all 
such visits, let thy words be few and weighty, for if thou 
should'st give way thyself to much discourse, or indulge 
it in those thou visitest, it may hurt thy service to them 
and render it void ; therefore regard the weight of thy 
gift to open thy understanding, that whether thou mayst 
be opened in some short exhortations, or by way of prayer, 
what thou hast, may be from thy gift, not then doubting, 
but thou mayst be instrumental of good to them thou so 
visitest ; but some apprehend, that when they are with 
the sick, in either body or mind, that they must be 
preaching, praying, or discoursing, perhaps beyond due 
bounds, which sometimes have proved rather a burden 
and grief to the aMcted than a comfort. 

And if thou observest in any a slackness, or an undna 

liberty taken, not so agreeable to their profession, unto 

whom tbon £ndest thy mind engaged to speak by way of 

advice or oautioD, let it be done in tVe s^mVi ol \n»^« 

/ifiw aad love, that if possible thou m«j©*V tomSIel ^« -tf^ 
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688 in thiear minds, tliat what thou sayest is right. Thus 
aying disoharged thy duty as a minister, both in a pnb- 
.e and priyate capacity, that is I mean in the assemblies 
nd priyate families where thy lot has fallen, thon wilt 
stum with great joy and consolation, finding the words 
f the royal prophet fulfilled, *' He that goeth forth and 
neepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
gain with rqjoicing, bringing lus sheayes with him.*' — 
BnlmcuxvL 6.) 



Chajrtft Imntlr* 



>YICni TO MIHISTBB8 IK THB STATE OP YOJTSa ttlEir 

WHEBEUr SBLF-CONOBIT OP THBlCSBLYZfl, AND TOO 

LOW ESTIMATION OP OTHSBS, HAY BB APT VO BAISB 

FHB MIND ABOYB THB LOW AND HITHBLB STATE, 

7HBBBIN ITS SAPET7 ONLY IS. 

all now consider our young minister as grown to a 
iderable degree of knowledge and experience in the 
:, and in part to the state of a young man that is 
tg, in whom the word dwells more plentifully ; and 
dpntation as a minister growing with thy gift, thou 
• now be looked upon in thy own meeting as a 
er of some weight, to whom thy brethren pay a 
orable regard ; in which state new trials and tempt - 
may arise, and thou mayst be in aa tu^ql^V^ ^^s^^^gst 
irf particulars) if not more, to mw^^i ^''^^ ^Obws^. 
w looked upon, both by tYiyaeVl wA oV>a«» '^^s* 
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thy Iriends maj apply to thee for adyioe and oouiimI un- 
der their difficulties, and if thou should'st happen to 
mistake, and advise wrong, thou wilt be blamed, and the 
hurt sustained by following thy oounsel will be laid i^Km 
thee as an excuse to themselves. Thus, if suoh an one 
had not advised me to it, I should not have done it i and 
this may bring some uneasiness upon thee^ rerj hard to 
bear without resentment, and endeavouring to vindioate 
thy advice given as suitable at that time, laying the Uame 
(if any) on the mismanagement of the person aavised. 
Sometimes a small spark of contention thus kindled, hath 
risen to a flame. To avoid which, be very cautious in 
giving advice in difficult oases, without very good grounds 
lor what thou sayst, and advise the parties to oonsolt 
those of greater experience and judgment, to excuse thy 
meddling therein ; so wilt thou be free from blame on all 
hands ; but yet I would not have thee peremptorily to 
refuse hearing the complaints of persons under trouble^ 
that may really want advise and help ; but when thou 
hast heard, consider if their trouble doth arise from any 
misunderstanding on any account, and whether somewiy 
cannot be found out for their relief, by mediation and 
persuasion of persons not concerned in the matters under 
dispute. Thus mayst thou be instrumental in making 
peace, without dipping into the matter which is the chief 
cause of complaint, and this will add to thy credit ai a 
useful member in the body. 

Next, thou mayst now appear with more assurance and 

boldness in thy ministry, which boldness, if not duly 

tempered with modesty, humility, wisdom and meekness, 

tnaj render thee unpleasant to t\ie e«t% olV\istii\XASb>aMK 

thee, and more especially ii t\\y dooVcvcA itvo\i\dk. «w<^ra& 
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more of the man than it did in time past, when thou 
appeared in the innoeenoy and infancy of the ministry. 
And this conduct may raise up stmdry of the meeting to 
watch oyer thee, with a yiew to hare something to lay 
hold of to thy prejudice, yet intending (at least pretend- 
ing) thy good, to instruct thee better and humble thee ; 
and then if thou dost mistake or misplace any Scripture, 
or drop any thing that may not seem safe to be stood by 
in thy preaching, it may be handed about (if thou art 
high and uneasy at reproof) from one to another pri- 
Tately, until it comes to thy knowledge, and thou mayst 
then find it hard to lire under it (more especially) if thou 
art of a yindictive and high spirit, not able to bear con- 
tradiction and reproof, as becomes a minister of Christ ; 
it will therefore be prudent to consider thy natural tem- 
per and disposition of mind, endeavouring to keep thy- 
self under subjection to the mortifying power of the 
eroes, that thy doctrine may be adorned with meekness* 
md also seasoned with GK>spel salt. In this state ju- 
dicious friends will Iotc and vindicate thy service, but if 
thou givest way to thy own spirit, and in the heat thereof 
attemptest to minister and vindicate thyself over the 
heads of thy offended friends, this will render thy doc- 
trine unpleasant to the ear, and bring thee under more 
disgrace ; and finding thyself under a slight, and in some 
degree of contempt with and among thy brethren, take 
care that thou dost not unawares (in the heat and height 
of thy own spirit, which is not able to bear evil report) 
begin to chide, and think to threaten them into a better 
temper, by blaming their conduct in thy i^t««&^v&% %» 
directfy bb the case will bear. Afi«\ix« ^i^DC5^»^ 'OmX '^ks* 
ifondnot and behaviotir -will be «k ^xx«c^> -^vj \.^ ^s**^ "^ 
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their liearU againBt thee as one man. Th«B, inrtead of 
gaining .on them, and remoying the cause of offisnoe^ it 
will be more established, and grow much more difficult 
to remoTC for the future^ being thus fixed by thy im« 
prudent conduct. Some I have in my time known^ firom 
so small a beginning as is before described, grow (in 
bitterness and envy, occasioned by spiritual pride and 
self-conceit) to such a head as have in time rendeired them 
(who iu their beginning were esteemed as ministers) alto- 
gether useless, and they have degenerated by degrees so 
far as to become enemies to the society, and have leA it 
under great prejudices, in bitterness doing all, and what- 
soever their degenerate minds might dictate to them, to 
render the society contemptible and its principles odious, 
which is a dreadful thing to happen to any one that bath 
a part of this divine ministry : it is therefore highly 
needful for us to learn to know ourselves, and to keep in 
it daily, and not to forget and lose the sense of the im- 
perfections and defects in the natural constitution of our 
own minds ; and if we find ourselves of an imperious, 
insulting, proud temper, by nature, let us mind that 
'* Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty (unfor- 
giving) spirit before a fall ;" uneasy at affironts, and not 
able to endure evil reports to be cast upon us without 
using endeavours to vindicate our honour, at all events, 
not considering what our great Master suffered for us to 
bring us to the knowledge of himself. I say if we by 
nature are so inclined as above, how carefully ought we 
to keep a watch against that weak part we see in our- 
selves, praying with sincerity that our minds may be 
duly improved by a divine cuiVtWatVcni \«)Eao'u^>^%^^an&^ 
^isi that great change may bo known u^ii \ia v^cAksa. ^ 
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by the prophet Isaiab, " The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and 
the calf, and the young lion, and the fatlitig together, 
and a little child shall lead them." flsaiahtLG,) This 
is that disposition and subjection of mind that we ought 
to wait daily to be kept under by the Spirit, viz. : If we 
by nature are like the wolf, leopard, or lion, at any time, 
and that nature appears in us, this by the meek spirit of 
Jesus ought to be always kept under subjection and 
goTernment ; for though we may have known our natural 
tempers subdued in a great degree, at our first setting 
out in the ministry, by the cross and power of Christ, 
yet if there be not a daily abiding under that power, our 
natural inclinations and tempers may prevail again to our 
hurt, and the blessed effect of that subjection to the Spirit, 
spoken of by the prophet, we shall not experience, yiz. : 
** They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun* 
tain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
liord, as the waters cover the sea." (Itaiah xi. 9.) It 
IB therefore needful to watch daily against every thing in 
ourselves that will hurt our service, and render our 
ministry unprofitable, by letting in any resentment or 
heart-burning against any friend, for a real or supposed 
affront that may have been put upon us by them, con- 
sidering that nothing can hurt us that is either said or 
reported, though with ever so ill a design against us, if 
we are in our places, and innocent of the things reported. 
I say, such things can*t be hurtful to us, unless we make 
them so to ourselves by undue resentment, being in- 
fluenced thereby to preach and entertain au a&<u^\£^c^ 
with our private resentment) eTide^NoxiLTvck!^ N» ^«H«»si?^ 
this BuppoBed injustice done "ua m V\i\^ \\iNi^ ts^wks^s^^ 
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not oonsidering the force ofcntr ^nriava^B (Sutxtion in. thi§ 
etmSf ** Therefon if thoti bring tliy gift to the altar, and 
tlieie tememberest that tfaj brotber hath ought against 
thooi leaTo there thy gift before the altar and go th/ 
way, first be reconciled to thy bvother^ and thon eome 
and offer thy gift," fMai, t. 28.) Th<r soon of whiob 
to our purpose is this, that we undertake not the work 
of the ministry under the inftnenee of any reeontmenty 
or 'priTate pique in ovur minds against any brother, but 
that the sole motire and inflnenee of our ministry OHghl 
to be onr k>Te to GK)d and the sovl» of men ^ and by 
diyine inspiration to laboar therein wit& diHgenoe and 
sincerity to promote faith in the earth, by stirring up 
their minds to lire a pious and godly life. And as omr 
standing and labonr is in this iQye, we need not fear but 
onr seryiee will be both hononrable and aeeeptable where 
we Utc. And in this temper of mind we shall be capable 
to reoeiTe instmction (and not think onrselTOS aboTO it, 
which is a yery dangerous state) and if reproof should 
be giyen us in a wrong mind, we being in a right one^ 
may reap good by what is not so intended for ns. In 
this temper of mind we shall see our water tvmed into 
wine, and all our bitters made sweet to us ; and as before 
obsenred, all things will work together for our good, 
because our standing is in the lore and fear of God,?and 
in it we labour by inspiration, as ambassadors of Christ, 
to make full proof of our ministry for the eonyinoing of 
gainsayers, that they may be reconciled unto Gk>d, and 
to build up the belieyers in that most holy faith,nfche 
fruit whereof is righteousness and godly liring. 
^af if thou art of a meek, mode«t,aw&\>«i^i^i^V«toE^et^ 
^Hsiis backward, not willing to put t\i^«o\i ^ot^w^VjA 
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by a mean and low ^teem tliat thou entertainest of thy 
own gift and Berrice, thou pattest more yalue on erery 
bodjr*8 performanoe than thy own, this will (if not tem- 
pered with a degree of ardency to do thy day's work in 
the day time) do thee much hurt, and very much hinder 
ihy improYement and growth in thy gift, for which rea- 
aon it is really needful to have a good value for the gift 
received (mark, for the gift, not for ourselves), but then 
this good liking that we have of our gifts and services, 
ought to be t^Bpeoed with judgment and modesty, other, 
wise it may lead to self-conceit and imprudence, which 
are bad ingredients in the minds of preachers, and will 
be apt to render them both contemptible and trouble- 
some in their oonduct. 

But some are always repining, and thinking meanly of 
their gifts and services, which u a wrong mind, and 
where it prevails will do hurt and hinder our improve- • 
ment and growth. We ought to consider that ** every 
^t of Ck>d is good,'^ and onght to be regarded as sudi, 
And he or she that hath the smallest and least degree of 
ft gift in the ministry, as they wait in it, and mind to keep 
to it, and neither on the one hand go before it, nor on 
the other neglect it, but carefiilly mind the openings of 
it, and follow its leadings, they will in due time, by ez- 
perienee, find an enlargement both of matter and spiritual 
understanding, which will give them great encourage- 
ment to go on, and conmiand respect from others. I 
have known sundry such become able ministers, and of 
very great service in the church; and I have known 
others, as well as myself, that have begun very poor^axuL 
aeemed contemptible and meaniiiVX^ c^«k o1 ViMsst^j»K«sSi^'* 
naf, ^w been advised to deaSat, ^a xwcA* Vs>»% wSi*^'^ 
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that work, nor qualified for suoh sdrrioe, which is verj 
wounding and discouraging ; in which time some kind 
sympathizing Aquilla or Priscilla have heen concerned 
to heal the wound, by instructing more perfectly in the 
way of the ministry, by giving proper advice and en- 
couragement to go on in the work, under the government 
of the divine Spirit, with a meek and humble conduct ; 
advising on the one hand not to take too much notice of 
what others may say in dispraise of thy service, but en- 
deavouring to remove their objections by a prudent be- 
haviour, nor, on the other, too much regarding what 
may be said in commendation thereof; for without exer- 
cising judgment the former may cast down too much, 
and the latter may exalt the mind above its place. 

How safe therefore is it to keep in our gifts, under the 
power and influence of divine love, which will take all 

. things in good part, whether it be praise or dispraise, 
and not be moved by either out of our place. Thus will 
malice be overcome by love, and we shall receive ad- 
Tantage, even from them that intend us none ; being 
likewise guarded against that poison which flattery and 
commendation carries with it to weak minds, for some 
can't bear to be commended, even when they deserve it, 
without receiving hurt by it, taking^hat honour to them- 
selves which if only due to their gifts : and being dis- 
gusted if {hey have not commendation and praise, sup- 
posing themselves injured without it, and rather than 
not have it they will seem by a kind of enquiry to beg it, 
and endeavour by either finding fault with or commend- 
ing their service to draw praise from others. Whoever 

AU into this practice shew great wQa^tie%«) «xA Vx i& «^ 
plain indication auoh are not va tYie «In'<^^^\tl^ ^i Vda 
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gospel i for wlioerer abide in tliat seek not themselves 
nor their own honour, but the chief thing thej hare in 
yiew is the honour of God and the good of all men, that 
their ministry maj bring honour to him that has called 
us to glory and yirtue. 

There are yet some things further to be remarked, re« 
lating to our conduct in our own fiimilies, meetings, and 
neighbourhood, both in a religious and civil capacity, 
which shall be the subject of the next chapter. 



Cliapttt €iglitlj* 



MISOBLLAirSOirS ADTIOBS AS TO HASBZAOB, TBADB AND 
Air VKBLAIIBABLE CONBrCT. 

Wb will consider our minister now as one inclining to 
marriage^ and to settle and have a family, with business 
and trade in the world, in which state of life there are 
many- dangers and snares, which we ought to guard 
against and carefully mind our conduct therein ; and that 
I may be the more intelligible, I shall treat on the whole 
under these four heads following : — 

1st. Eespecting thy courtship and marriage, if yet 
unmarried. 

2nd. Thy conduct in thy own iunily. 

8rd, Thj conduct amongat iVy Tife\^wa^ Va. Nx^^^ 
aommgroe, &o. 
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4th. Thy oondoot in thy own meeting, both as • 
minister and elder. 

First, then, in thy courtship, or being oourted, w^ 
consider the object of thy affections ; let not ^^ min^ 
out after what he or she hath, but rather regard what 
they are, and how qualified both in nature and religipn : 
a good natural temper in both sexes being much prefor* 
abJe to wealth, and more especially wheu 'tis oultiTated 
and made better by religion. 

Now, this being a matter of great consequence, requires 
a serious thought and close examination in our own 
minds, that we may not be deceived by any filse gloss, 
report, or appearance; but thou should'st narrowly 
examine the moving cause of thy inclinations, that so 
thou mayst with safety and caution begin thy suit, or 
accept such an offer, if a virgin. Thus, when thy mind 
is fixed, and thou art resolved to proceed, begin where 
thou oughtest, and be a good example, by first advising 
with such as may be thy true and hearty finends, before 
thou makest any offer or receivest one, so as to join in 
with any proposal on that account, and if they agree with 
thee this will add to thy satisfaction i but if by reatona 
and good arguments they endeavour to dissuade thee, h% 
aot above advice in this or any other affiur, but p\% ear 
to good counsel ; but if no objection arises, then apply 
thyself for consent to parents or guardians before any 
proposal is made to the object of thy choice ; and having 
thus paved thy way, thy work will be much easier after* 
ward ; then proceed deliberately, that thou mays! give 
no just cause of offence in thy condnot, but that thy 
^osrruge mmy be completed with a good T«yui«^OTi Vi^^ 
^ ^Ar own and friend's Batiefactlon^ vid. \i^ Vi^ ad^XA 
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thj eredit as a itinister. But when this is OTer and Uion 
art married, thou must expect new exercises, nnder wliioh 
tiiy faith and patience may be doselj prored. 

Secondly. Therefore look well to thy conduct in thy 
own fiunily, that thou mayst keep all things sweet and 
honourable therein. Many are the temptations we are 
in danger to receive hurt by, such as aspiring too high 
in our liring, aiming to have all other matters suiting 
thereto, yiz., our furniture for our houses, clothes, &c., 
which if aboTC our ability to support, will bring upon us 
a train of inoouTenienoes not easily to be surmounted } 
snd such who are of low circumstances, who haye travel* 
led in the ministry, or may travel, seeing so many various 
ways of living, may receive hurt, if they do not carefully 
oonsider thdr own circumstances and ability. Such 
should not mind high things, but being subject to their 
own low estate, should content themselves to live and 
^ipear according as they can afford, not endeavouring to 
live above their ability, because they will come as near 
in imitation as they can to such who are above them ; 
but rather let our income be the rule and government of 
oar expenses in living, for if our expence go beyond our 
income, we shall soon be hurt, but if within we are safe. 
And although this parsimonious way of living may, by 
anoh as know not our estate, be blamed, and we may be 
osteemed too near and dose, yet as we take care to keep 
ft conscience justly void of offence both towards God and 
men, we are safe so £ur ; and those who are favoured with 
better eirenmstances in this world, should not live isl 
pride and exaltation, but walk. VaYixmjKi^V^ «»^^ ^gs^cj^swa-k 
and Jet tbeir moderation in eatvaft a?a^ ^s^^^^^^^"^"^^ 
mitttf and apparel, and in iSl o\.\«{t tw^eri^O*^^"^ 
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unto all men ; and what superfluity tbeyhare above wliat 
may be sufficient for themselves and familiee, to bestow • 
in doing good to all, but especially to the household of 
Uath. ; and by thus using the blessings of Providenoe, 
they will be " as lights in the world, or as a city set upon 
a hill,** whose glory will not be hid, but will shine forth 
to the praise of our great Master, and they at last be 
entitled to the blessed sentence or invitation of those 
who have *' fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and visit- 
ed the prisoner,** which is, "Enter into the joy of thy 
Lord, to dwell in his presence for ever.'* 

Kext, if thou hast children, endeavour to train them 
up in " the nurture and admonition of the Lord,** and in 
a plain, exemplary dress, suiting thy ability, discouraging 
in them everything, both in their dress and discourse, 
that appears inconsistent with that plainness which a 
minister's children ought to appear in, that they may be 
exemplary to others, endeavouring early to inculcate in 
their minds such principles of religion and truth as fre* 
quently are held forth in the Holy Scriptures, which as 
soon as they are capable to read, accustom them to, and 
endeavour to make them take pleasure therein, by ex* 
plaining such portions thereof as may suit their capaei- 
ties, that as they advance in age they may in knowledgie. 
And this is the method to train up a child in the way 
that he should walk. But education, I say education, 
though with the strictest care and tenderness adminis* 
tared, will not answer what some expect from it as to 
the groimding of youth in true religion and saving faith 
fornotbing short of the work of giace in the heart, the 
Jiew blrtb, and the washing of regenexaVion. 'b'j vV© -woiT^ 
^»ff m9ke a Mound ttnd rig;hi Obxi&ima «ud % Vtu« m'OMf 
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ter. We do not come to these attainments by a natural 
inheritance of birth-right from our parents, but by a 
spiiitual relation, for we must be born again before we 
can see the kingdom of God ; and the explaining and 
opening these divine truths to them, as they are capable 
to receive and understand the same, will be the best part 
of their education, and may stand for a witness of our 
care against their folly when we are gone, ior which cause 
it behoves us that we encourage in them every appearance 
of virtue, and discourage every vice which human nature 
is liable to. Add to this a religious care over thy ser- 
Tants next to thy children, that they may, by thy good 
advice and example in thy family, bo improved in virtue, 
and be a good example both to thy family and others 
also, in diligently attending religious meetings, with as 
many of them as thou canst with conveniency take with 
thee, thus wilt thou be exemplary to the rest of the 
meeting. 

It may be thy lot to be exposed to sufferings for the 
testimony of a good conscience for the truth, which thou 
oughtest to be very careful to maintain for thy own peace, 
standing faithful therein, not at all doubting that a bles- 
sing will attend thee if thou art upright ; and if thou art 
imprisoned for the same, this may prove a close trial 
both to thee and thy wife, and for this reason, if she is 
uneasy, and hath not faith and courage to stand such a 
shock, give her all the encouragement thou art capable 
of, lest through weakness she be prevailed upon, by any 
indirect compliance with thy adversary, to make the 
matter up, which will be a Kurt V> \i>K^ \£^53M^.'r^^««>&^ "^^^ 
evU example to thy bretVireii, VioV\i N«\sMJto^ w«gjs5s» ^ic>^^ 
prudent and due care to be g;a»T^«dL w|picM!^» 
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Add to this, thy cliaritable diipoeition in contributing 
to the poor, and other public serricee in the sooietj, with 
thy brethren, in which thou oughtest to be as good an 
example as thy ability will admit, being rather abore 
than under, endeavouring to save it another way in thy 
expenses ; for although we encourage diarity and a pub- 
lic spirit by words to others, yet if we do not oonfirm 
them by our example, they will be of little force. And 
though I jiave recommended a close and parsimonious 
way of living, prudently conducted, yet I would hare 
thee, in thy administerings to the poor, appear generous . 
and noble, thy ability considered, and this will add 
authority to thy gift. 

But perhaps the world may frown upon thee, and thou 
mayst find things run cross. This may much hinder thy 
generosity in charity, and by this thy mind may be much 
distressed, and unless thou art very careful in keeping 
thy heart close to thy gift, being inward with the Lord, 
praying that thy faith and patience fail not, thou wilt 
meet with some discouragement ; but if thou remainest 
faithful, thou wilt find this will prepare and fit thy mind 
to speak more feelingly to others in the like state, al- 
though it is very hard to behave under such trials as 
becomes a minister without a close attending on our 
gifts in meekness and fear. Let us therefore consider 
that such trials are by the kindness of Providence some- 
times suffered to come upon us for our good (to prepare 
us to speak to others with a better effect) and to prove 
our faith and patience, as it is written, " Behold I have 
reSned thee, but not with silver t I have chosen thee in 
^J^e /urnace of amotion:* ^Tsaiofc xWm. lO.'i 1^0^ 
trea§inaj wear off, and things m a shoxi ^snfb unss aar 
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ennie another fece, then heware of heing' exalted, for as 
affliction and poverty, without faith and patienee, caa't 
be borne without receiving hurt, so prosperity without 
humility in a steady attention upon God in our gifts, 
will have the like effect upon us. This brings me to the 
third head, relating to thy conduct amongst thy neigh** 
hours in trade and commerce. 

Trade is sometimes very dangerous, and apt to deceive 
the mind, by influencing it with hopes of more gain, to 
launch out beyond our strength and capacity, I therefore, 
aa one that hath a little trodden in this path, have ever 
found it most safe to bound my extent in trade by my 
atock, and as that increased the other might with much 
more safety. Thus I carefully avoided going beyond my 
strength, which would render it impossible for me to 
keep my word and promise in payments, for I saw this 
brought me under such a necessity, that I could not buy, 
neither sell, so well, but sometimes must raise money by 
selling. at a low rate, under the market, or else hurt my 
credit in payments. I therefore took this method : when- 
soever I contracted for a parcel of goods, first to consider 
what pay I could make before I made an agreement, and 
then bought as cheap as I could for such credit as we 
could agree upon, and when it so happened (as sometimes 
it did) that I found*without borrowing I could not pay 
as I promised, (which is the life of trade) then a little 
before the day came, I went and told my dealer how it 
was with me, yet nevertheless, if necessity called for the 
money, I would provide it by the time, but hoping by 
Buch a day I could make payment of my own. «>t>T^s^^s^3c^^ 
if he could stay so long; and'bj tV\% wya!^swiV»"^^ww^^ "*» 
iMdiDesa in all my dealers to ia^o\a -mft «a ^ivL^^'"*- ^' 
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great necessity did preyent it ; and thus by degrees I 
increased both my stock and trade, proceeding in it both 
with repute and honour ; and on .this account I beeame 
more taken notice of, and mj company by aotne more 
desired, which I soon found would grow upon me to my 
hurt, if a stop were not put to it j and above all» I found 
it Tery dangerous to meddle with strong liquors of any 
kind, but in a very moderate way, especially drama, 
which hare been yeiy hurtAU to the health of aereraL 
I thus endeavoured to steer my course as inoffbnaivdy 
as I could in trade and commerce, by keeping my word 
and promise in payments, which added mueh to my 
credit. I now proceed to the last head. 

Lastly, In thy own meeting be a good example to at- 
tend in season, at the hour appointed, both on first and 
week days, with as many of thy family as can be spared, 
and when there do not attempt either to preach or pray 
without some degree of divine love, begot by the Spirit, 
to inspire thee to it, for by the word of life we must be 
qualified before we can either preach or pray to advan* 
tage. Some think, through a mistaken judgment, that 
they must be doing something every meeting (like the 
preachers of the letter, who must either be singing, 
preaching or praying all the time) and by such a conduct 
they lose their interest and place in the hearts of friends 
by too long and too frequent appearing in both preach* 
ing and prayer. For the avoiding of which keep -lose 
to thy gift, intently waiting to know thy place, both 
when to speak and when to be silent ; and when thou 
speakest, begin under a sense of divine influence, whether 
a be ID preaching or praying, ard wiIVlovlV it. dio no^ 
either preach or praj, for silent meetings, i\xo\xgYi vi-voia.- 
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del* to the carnal and worldly professors, are of great 
advantage to the truly spiritually minded { and as thou 
beginnest with the Spirit, keep to it in thy going on and 
conclude in it, and this will preserre thee from tiring 
thy brethren, and causing them to wish for thy silence. 
And thai ■• thou beginnest and goest on, in the open- 
ings of dirine life, thy sernce as a minister in thy own 
meeting will be always new and liying. Thus wilt thou 
engage the attention of thy hearers to whal thou hait to* 
declare, all which will tend to the imprOTcment of thy- 
•elf and edification of thy brethren. 

Next add to this a prudent conduct in meetings of 
business or disoiplibe, and watch against thy own spirit 
and 'passions, and by no means let them arise under 
colour of seal for the cause, that thou mayst not lust 
after power and rule. In some such a mind prevails that 
they are not easy without they can rule and over-rule 
their brethren, but if thou keepest thy place in thy gift, 
thou wilt take thy friends along with thee, that you may 
go hand in hand in the w ork, carefully guarding against 
all selfish and private views from resentment taken against 
a brother or sister for any supposed offence, either against 
thyself or any of thy friends. The falling into any little 
mistake of 'this kind will have a train of other incon- 
veniences to attend it, such as making parties, and fall- 
ing into divisions, one party against another, and oppos- 
ing one the other, to the great hurt of the society ; but 
let us with diligence watch against and discourage both 
in ourselves and also among the brethren every appear- 
ance oi both party taking and party making, and in alL 
our viewB and endeavours aincex^^ \BJ<iQ.^T \» ^■^^tstfiN.'^k 
ttzdtj and} peace ; for it raxeVy \iaY^TSA >a^>^^ -wV^a^ ^^^^ 
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raptures tt^ out in monthly or quarterly meetings) but 
the strong and sealous 'sticklers on either side reeeire 
much hurt by taking offence, which in a more particular 
manner hurts ministers, and makes their work much 
more difficult, if it does not wholly lay waste and set their 
aerrice aside ; therefore they, in an especial maa|Hr> ought 
to be mediators by endearouring to bring both parties to 
an agreement if possible. But t do not mean by this 
that the authority of the discipline should be broke in 
upon by unruly and disorderly spirits, who are unwilling 
to submit to the rules and wholesome doctrines of tha 
society i and where discipline is managed with a bias of 
opinion towards this or that party, or any one aims to 
shew favour against truth and justice, in this or that 
case, a minister ought to exert himself, impartially aimt 
ing at the just and right thing, without respect to either 
person or party, for no other kind of conduct will beav 
the light ; but this will stand the test, ana the more 'tis 
examined it will appear the brighter, therefore the wis* 
dom of our discipline appears in its moderation, and just* 
Bess in its proceedings, by admitting of appeals to re* 
examine all cases, from the lowest to our last resort of 
judgment, which is provided as a remedy against hasty 
and rash judging, without duly examining into the truth 
and equity of what they give judgment in. 

I have enlarged, as some may apprehend, too much on 
some heads in this treatise, which is swelled under my 
pen more than I expected, but I could not express my 
experience intelligibly to my own understanding in fewer 
words, for which reason I hope my readers will cast a 
Arourable eye upon it, not being a wotY dft«v|^[yQd for 
antics,' or auoh who are bringing all ttie^ t««A'^'ClK«.>^ 
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narrow boands of their carnal reasoning and their natural 
eomprehension, and will not admit what is not agreeable 
to their thoughts to be any other than fiction and en- 
thusiastic whim. I shall now dose thus : that if we 
-who are concerned as ministers conduct ourselres as is 
before advised, we shall come up pretty near to the pat- 
tern the holy Apostle has given us in 2nd Cot. yi. 8, 4, 
hf 6, 7, 8, 9, lOy — ** Giving no offence in any thing, that 
tlM ministry be not blamed ; bat in aU things (or in 
every conditioix^of life) approving ourselves as the minis- 
ters of Qod, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, 
Sn distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in 
labours, in watchings, in Csistings ; by pureness, by know- 
ledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, 
hj love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power 
of God, by the armour of righteousness, on the right 
hand and on the left, by honour and dishonour, by evil 
report and good report : As deceivers and yet true ; as 
uiikApwn, and yet well known ; as dying, and behold we 
live; aa chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet 
always Mjoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; aa 
having nothing, and yet possessing aU things." 
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A SHORT VIEW OF THAT GREAT AND SOLEMN 

DUTY OF PRAYER. 

When we praj in the public assemblies, or in private 
families of the Lord's people, we ought carefully to guard 
against all impertinence of expression and indecency of 
sounds or deportment. To prevent all which, consider 
well the frame of thy heart that thou art in a meek and 
quiet disposition, being calm in thy mind. This will 
keep thee, that the heat of thy own spirit, in a mistaken 
blind zeal, hurry thee not too fast, without a right un' 
derstanding of the ability received by the spirit of prayer ; 
for the same spirit which assisteth us in the miniatiy 
will likewise in prayer, without the help of which we can 
perform neither as we ought. But I have observed some 
by a transport of zeal (rather passion) go into a flow of 
words without a right understanding either of their own 
spirits or of the spirit of prayer, but in a confused man- 
ner directing their matter to the people in a way of 
preaching, and then to the Almighty in a way of prayer, 
and then returning again to the people, which hath made 
it very tiresome, and could serve no other end than to 
expose the parties concerned to pity or contempt, and 
bring reproach on the principle they profess. Such oon- 
.duct plainly demonstrates that there is want of both the 
Mtpjrjt and understanding, so essential to the performance 
oy this Bolemn duty. 
Our blessed Saviour, in MattUew v\.,\ia.V\ti% «tti\i ««^ 
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the false and fictitious prayer in a true light, teaches his 
disciples their duty herein, verse 9, saying , ** After 
this manner therefore pray ye ;*' and then lays down 
that most beautiful and comprehensiye form of prayer, 
BO plain that I have not met with any ta equal it ; but 
with how little thought, consideration, or seriousness is 
it frequently repeated by sundry that use it ? I am fear- 
ful it is little better in many than taking the Lord's name 
in rain. It therefore ought to be seriously considered 
by ajl, that in using that, or any other prayer, they are 
in some degree qualified by the Spirit so to do, whether 
it be in public or in private ; for public prayer, in its 
nature, is adapted to beseeeh the Divine Majesty to con- 
firm by his word the various branches of doctrine that 
may have been before delivered, and to strengthen that 
faith begot by the G-ospel preached, and to increase vigour 
in the pure mind stirred up in the hearers by the inspi- 
ration of the divine word. The royal Psalmist prayed 
the Lord, {Psalm li. 16) saying, ** O Lord, open thou my 
lips, and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.** And 
when our lips are thus opened, this is the right qualifi* 
cation to true prayer, and it will edify and comfort the 
hearers who are alive to .God» so that the right-minded 
will all say Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 



MINIgTBBS AND ELDEBS AND THEIR MEETINGS. 



This meeting desires that you whom the Lord hath 
gifted with a puhlic testimony for his name and truth, 
willy in this day of liberty, be diligent to yisit the herit* 
age of G-od in their meetings, and more especially those 
least frequented. 1695. P.E. 

Advised, to have a godly care of judging or oontra- 
dieting one another in public meetings ; or shewing any 
marks or signs of division therein, amongst ministers or 
others ; it being of a very pernicious consequence to 
bring blame or contempt upon the ministry, and a great 
hurt to our youth and others. 1716. P.S. 

Advised, that ministers, as well as elders and others, 
in all their preaching, writing, and conversing about ik§ 
things of CFod, do keep to the form of sound worda» or 
Scripture terms ; and that none pretend to be wise above 
what is there written, and in such pretended wiadom go 
about to explain the things of God, in the worda whieh 
man's wisdom teaches. 1728. P.E. 

We earnestly request that the elders in monthly and 

quarterly meetmgs would be ready to help and inform 

the weak, when suitable opportunities present ; that both 

ministers and hearers pursuing one and the same end, 

namely, the glory of G-od and the good and wel&re one 

of another, the church may be edified, increase^ and 

JloariBlf, to the consolation of the faithful. 

Oa the other hand, we advise mixnatera to \ivv«vtTerf 

loxufh at heart to xniiintaiii r perCeofViaTmoTKj w&ii %q<s!^ 
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understandiog with the monthly meetings to which thej 
belong ; and that as the said meetings maj sometime* 
find themselves concerned to advise them, respecting 
their conduct in meetings, or otherwise, they show them- 
selrcB ready to hear and receive advice, as well aa to 
teach and instruct. 

We further advise all mony^y meetings to take great 
care in giving certificates to those who travel ; to pre- 
vent the uneasiness which sometimes faUa on the church, 
from a weak and unskilful ministry : and let the elders, 
when they see occasion, advise ministers to be very pru- 
dent in their conduct, not as busy-bodies, nor meddling 
with family or personal affairs, in which they are not 
concerned, or required to be assisting ; and to be very 
tender of one another's reputation, and of that of friends 
among whom they travel; neither giving ear to, nor 
spreading reports tending to raise ia the minds of others 
a lessening or disesteem of any of the brotherhood ; and, 
as soon as their service in the ministry is over, to return 
to their habitations, and there take a reasonable and 
prudent care of their own business, household, and 
fiunily. 1731. W^E. 

- As the Lord in his mercy is breathing afresh onseveral 
of our youth, of both sexes, and fitting them for his ser- 
vice, we recommend it to the elders in every meeting that 
thev tenderly watch over all young ministers, and advise 
and help them, as they in the wisdom of truth may be 
opened thereunto; nourishing that which is right, and 
wnich comiss forth in the savour of life, and discouraging 
ev ery thing that is unbecoming the ministry. 1736. W .B. 

We further intreat you, that in all vour religious 
meetings appointed for the worship of Almighty God, 
you wait in humble reverence for the influence of the 
word of life. Be cautious not to move, in acts of de- 
votion, in your own will ; set not forward self to work, 
but patiently attend and wait for the gift and enlivening 
power of the Divine Spirit, without which your per- 
formances will be unacceptable, and like those of old, of 
which it was said, "Who hath lecran^^ \\ii2A ^ ^^^a. 
h»ndr 1742. P. B, 
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In mQch love we caution those friends who are ri^htlj 
concerned in the work of the ministrj to watch over 
their own spirits, and not to be o^er hasty or censorious 
in passing judgment respecting the state of those who 
hear them ; but to manifest that, in the exercise oflheir 
ministry, they are led by the love of God, and that their 
principal aim is, that th^y may be instrumental to ad- 
minister spiritual consolation and strength to the churches 
where they come. 1745. W. E. 

As to the elders among you, and those whom Gk>d, 
having endued with knowledge and experience of the 
deansing operations of his Spirit, hath concerned to 
minister unto others, let them adorn the doctrine of the 
gospel by showing, out of a good conversation^ their 
works with meekness of wisdom. Such as these being 
clothed with humility, and exemplary to the flock, are 
worthy of double honour, and to be highly esteemed in 
the church of Christ. 1751. P. E. 

We tenderly, and with earnestness, advise all friends 
who travel in the work of the ministry, as well as others, 
that they not only shut their ears against all private in- 
formations of persons and things, tending to the defa- 
mation of particular persons or families, and to stir up 
disputes and contentions in meetings for discipline ; but 
also rebuke and reprove the person or persons who shall 
attempt to prejudice their minds with any private infor- 
mations of that nature, which are often false, and at- 
tended with baneful consequences to the reputi£tion of 
the persons or families who are so unkindly and unjustly 
dealt by, and may tend to lead such ministers or others 
as shall give ear to the same in a wrong line of judg- 
ment. 1752. W,E. 

As the Lord is graciously pleased effectually to touch 
the hearts of many of the youth, and prepare them for 
the reception of his heavenly gifts, whereby many are 
called to the work of the ministry ; and well knowing il 
is a due attention to the gift, and waiting for the hea* 
renly power and life, to discharge themselves therein, 
which has ever proved a blessing to the Vn.doNvdw'al axid 
ifhe ohurches ia general ^ we earneatVj TeeoT&mjQiadk. XYutX 
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tlie elders, and sensible solid friends do watch orer such 
IB a holy eoneem for their and the church's good ; that 
the weak and tender may be encouraged in a faithful dis- 
charge of their duty ; and, where a forward spirit appears 
that would lead into many words out of the power and 
life, such may be properly admonished in the meekness 
of wisdom, that each may speak by the ability which the 
Lord only gives ; and that the monthly meetings do not 
encourage any ta travel and appoint meetings too soon, 
for many have been hurt thereby. 1753. W. B.' 

Being iavoured in the several sittings of this meeting 
with our Heavenly Father's tender regard renewed to us, 
whereby our souls have been deeply humbled before him, 
and looking into the state of this part of the society 
which stands in a more conspicuous po^nt of view than 
the more private members ; the necessity of their being 
ensamples to the flock appears exceedingly great, par- 
ticularly in a diligent attendance of all our meetings for 
solemn worship, and the discipline of the church ; and 
being therein very deep and weighty in spirit, labouring 
with an ardour of soul suited to the occasion, for the 
arising of the ancient spring of life. This, of a truth, is 
the erown of our assemblies, and the ground of our joy 
and rejoicing in the Lord, and one in another ; it being 
this alone which preserves living, fresh, and active mem- 
bers in the church of Christ. 1770. 

We are fully persuaded that the ministry ot the gospel 
is not received of man, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, according to that apostolical direction : " As 
every man hath received the gift, even so minister the 
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of G-od : if any man speak, let him speak as the 
oracles of G-od ; if any man minister, let him do it as of 
the ability which God giveth ; that God in all things 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ." (1 ^eter Iv., 
10, 11.) And as this ministry is divine, the motives and 
inducements thereunto are perfectly disinterested, and 
no way mercenary and lucrative, but ooncutToci^ ^R>ii}cb. 
the precept Christ gave to \uft A."90ft\\»& %:«A \xK««i^^jA 

foUowera : " Freely ye have Teee«©^» ItesS^ VS^^- 

(Jfiw?/. X. a) 1771. P.K. 
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This meetiog recommends to ministers on all ocea- 
nons, and more especially when about to leaye home in 
the service of the Gospel, to take care that their outward 
affairs are so conducted and arranged as to prevent any 
dishonour being brought on our religious profession, 
through any neglect on the one hand, or on the other 
through their being immersed in the cares of the present 
life. 1833. 

This meeting feeling the importance of extending care 
and counsel, as well as manifesting due sympathy towards 
those who are liberated to trarel in the work of the 
ministry, wishes to encourage friends under the appoint- 
ment of elder, to be willing, as way may open, to accom- 
pany ministers when thus travelling, believing that their 
cordial union yi such service may be a strength to the 
minister. And it is the judgment of this meeting, that 
when such companions, or other friends who may travel 
in a similar character, are likely to go far from home, 
or to be absent for a length of time, they be furnished 
with a minute of the approbation of the monthly meeting 
to which they belong, when the same can suitably bd 
obtained. 1833. 

Where friends in any county are really dissatisfied, or 
burthened, with any that taJte upon them to preach 
among them, let them first be duly admonished in their 
own county, with the assistance of the faithful approved 
ministers and elders of the same meeting and county, or 
adjacent county or counties, if need be ; and if afterwards 
they will persist to impose upon and burthen friends, 
then to be publicly testified against where they so im- 
pose. If any such, after due admonition, will travel 
abroad to minister, out of unity with friends of their 
own county, the friends of those other counties where 
they travel should have due notice of them from friends 
who have had them under admonition. 1698. 

Recommended to the several monthly and quarterly 

meetings, that they take care to advise that those frienda 

who go forth, with a public testimony be such as are well 

approved at home, by their own res^^ooitWQ mjotvxV^^ or 

quarterly meetings, and are Boxmd in doctTvai^ <A ^«A 

^onreraaiion, and in unity with. tVeii o\iuTaft«>^^3i^%* KtA 



If any faitliful friends, or meetings, be burthened with the 
oontrary, let them tenderly clear their consoienceB pri* 
Tately to the parties concerned^ according to gospel or* 
der ; and if they do not receiye admonition, the meeting 
to whidi they belong should be acquainted therewith* 
1699. 

It is recommended to monthly and quarterly meetings 
. to see that friends, who travel in the work of the minis* 
try, do go in the unity of the meetings to which they 
belong, and with certificates therefrom $ and further, that 
it may become the tender care of the said meetings to 
watcn oyer such as may be young in the ministry, to see 
that they walk humbly and wisely : that as on the one 
hand, no^hihg truly tending to the glory of G-od, and the 
edification of his church and people^ may be discouraged, 
10 on the other, where any thmg appears which may 
make adyioe necessary, the elders of the churchy both 
ministers and others^ do, in the wisdom X)i Gt>d, give 
fheif advice thereupon, with due regard to the state of 
weakness and childhood that such may be in. 1720. P.E. 

This meeting advises friends everywhere to avoid pub- 
He opposition to a minister not disowned as such) by the 
monthly or quarterly meeting to which he or she shall 
bdong, by keeping on their hats in time of prayer, or any 
other tokens of £sunion. 1723. 

Divers of the answers received from the quarterly 
meetings of ministers and elders have deeply affected our 
fninds, in consideration of the loss sustained by the de* 
fioiency of many of the appointed elders, in not duly at* 
tending meetings for worsnip and discipline, and being 
also remiss in some other respects ; it is therefore be- 
oome our care and concern to recommend to the several 
quarterly and monthly meetings, to make due inquiry 
whether such non-attendance or other remissness pro- 
ceeds from bodily infirmity or other unavoidable neces- 
sil^, or from manifest neglect, in order that suitable en- 
deavours may be used to remove the causes of complaint. 
And it is the sense of this meeting, -vVet^ «^<^ ^^S^ssnss^- 
me8 appear to be the consequence oi \\i2!Lerww?Bi»R»*'fc'*=*^^ 
an over attachment to the world wid V\.fi <»Ti»««^'» *^ 
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8uoh elders disregard the adironition of friends, that t1i^ 
be desired to withdraw from that important station. 177i« 
It is agreed that, as far as can suitably be done, there 
be held in each monthly xiAeeting, a meeting of ministers 
and elders once in three months, some time preriotis to 
those monthly meetings which immediately precede the 
quarterly meeting ; in which meetings of muisters and 
elders, after some time spent in solid retirement, the 
queries are to be read and considered, and answered in 
writing, according to the directions oif this meeting in 
that iMhalf. Opportunity also may here be giren for 
tender advice and assistance, as the nature of any ease 
may require : and representatiyes, taken from the mem' 
bcrs in either station, are to be appointed to attend the 
quarterly meeting of ministers and elders, constituted of 
such representatives, and of the other approved ministers 
and elders of the quarterly meeting. A list of the names 
of all the ministers and elders in the several monthly 
meetings U to be taken to the quarterly meeting of minis- 
ters and elders, to be kept there on record, and annually 
revised. 

At the quarterly meeting of ministers and eldera, thi$ 
queries are also to be read, and the answers thereto from 
the meeting of ministers and elders in the several monthly 
meetings : to which latter meetings of ministers and Meri 
such advice is to be extended as circumstances may re- 
quire. At the quarterly meeting of ministers and elders 
next preceding tne yearly meeting, a general answer is to 
be drawn up to the queries, to be sent by representatives, 
appointed from among the ministers and elders indis- 
criminately, to the yearly meeting of ministers and elders. 
The names of the representatives are to be report^ to 
the quarterly meeting for discipline ; and the said repre- 
sentatives are to be furnished with a copy of the afore- 
mentioned answers to the queries, to be in readiness in 
case it should be called for by the said quarterly meeting 
for discipline : to which also an account is to be given in 

writing, as to the due holding of tlie qn.aT\«il^ meetings 
of ministers and elders, throughout tV\e "yewc. 

It Is the eenae and judgment o£ t\i» meetVnf^, WiiX \V\» 
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of advantage to the society to hold a yearly meeting of 
ministers and elders, in London, preceding the yearly 
meeting, to be continued by adjournments, so that such 
adjournments do not interfere with the sittings of this 
meeting, and that such meeting do not in any wise take 
upon it, or interfere with any part of the discipline of the 
church, belonging either to this meeting or any subordi* 
Bate meeting. 

That the morning meeting of ministers and elders in 
tiondon, do adjourn itself to Ten, in the forenoon, on the 
Second-day preceding the sitting of this meeting } and 
that the several quarterly meetings of ministers and elders 
in Great Britain do appoint at least two of their mem* 
bers as representatives ; and that the yearly meeting of 
ministers and elders of Ireland do also appoint some of 
its members, as may be convenient : the whole to form, 
together with such approved ministers and appointed 
elders as may be in London, the said yearly meeting of 
ministers and elders. 

The yearly meeting of ministers and elders is to re< 
oeive and read the answers to the queries from the quar- 
terly meetings of like kind, by which an opportunity will 
be given of imparting such advice as shall be necessary ; 
and after having informed itself, by means of the answers 
received, of the state of the ministers and elders in the 
several quarterly meetings, it is to lay annually before 
this meeting a summary, yet clear, account thereof. The 
said meeting is also to desire all friends in the station of 
elder then in London from the country, together with 
those who are under a similar appointment in the quar- 
terly meeting of London and Middlesex, to meet at the 
close of the di£ferent meetings for worship in the city and 
its vicinity, which they may attend during the time of 
holding this meeting. And it is to be considered the 
proper business of the friends thus met to communicate 
such advices and in such manner as they, in tlie wisdom 
of truth may find needful, and to make a general re^ott to 
some adjournment of the said Tnex\Ai\%. 

It ia desired, that the namea o^ X.Yv© tc^t«»wo\.^^^«» 
So the yemrlj meeting of miniaUTB asi^ «3ift«t*'»'^^ ^Bc*««^ 
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previously to the sitting thereof, to the olerk of the 
morning meeting who is to attend on the Secondly 
morning, until the time of the gathering of the meeting; 
and if any friends be unavoidably prevented from entw- 
ing their names as aforesaid, that the same be delivered 
in at the table in writing. 1753.— 1754^1767.— 176S. 
1780.— 1784.-1786.— 1790^1797.— 1801.— 1888. 

The morning meeting of ministers and elders hM in 
London, and every other meeting of ministers and dders, 
may, as they see meet in the wisdom of truth, advise^ 
exhort, and rebuke any of their members, or any one who 
may travel in the work of the ministry, as oeeasion may 
require, without being account-able for the same to any 
monthly or quarterly meeting. 

But if any member of the said meetings, or any other 
minister, should at any time be overtaken with a fault, 
and the same be under the cognizance of the morning 
meeting or any other meeting of ministers and elders, 
and the monthly meeting to which such person belongs 
shall also deal with him or her for the same ; then, on 
notice from such monthly meeting, that they have taken 
the case under their care, all proceedings of the morning 
meeting or other meeting of ministers and elders, against 
such minister or elder shall be stopped. 

Neither the morning meeting, nor any other meeting 
of ministers and elders, has power to disown a&y minis- 
ter, or other person, in any capacity whatsoever : this 
power solely belonging to the monthly, quarterly, half' 
yearly, or yearly meetings. 1735. — 1833. 

It being weightilv under tbe consideration of this 

meeting, the necessity for acknowledged ministers who 

find themselves under an engagement of mind to travel 

in the service of the gospel in foreign parts, lo have tbe 

full concurrence and unity of their brethren ; it is the 

sense and judgment of this meeting, that, for the future, 

^^iends under such concern submit the same not only to 

^Ae monthly meeting to which they \)eloii^, but also to 

iJie/r quarterly meeting, and to tlie mfiatVii^ ol tsCvdlS&Vxs^ 

^ad elders in London, in order to \» iaNOMMdL-snSfiJk ^fiaa 
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oononrrent testimonies of tlie said meetings, to strengthen 
them in so great and weighty engagements. 1768. 

The seyeral meetings of ministers and elders are de- 
aired to be clear and explicit in their answers to the 
q^aeries peculiar to meetings of ministers and elders ; to 
keep as muoh as possible to the words of the queries, 
carefully ayoiding all ambiguous expressions ; and, where 
any remissness is remarked in the answers, to report what 
eare is taken to advise in such cases. 1769. — 1833. 

This meeting agrees that certificates from the yearly 
meeting of ministers and elders be signed by the clerk 
only. 1792. 



ADVICES TO MINISTERS AND ELDEB3. . 

I 

Achices to Ministers and Slders, to he read at least once 
in the year in the quarterly and monthly meetings qf 
Ministers and Elders. 

Let ministers and elders be constant in their endeayours 
to live under the government oi Christ, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Let ministers and elders be frequent in reading the 
Holy Scriptures, diligent in meditating upon them, and 
oaretul not to misquote or misapply them. In preaching, 
writing, or conversing about the things of God, let them 
keep to the form of soimd words ot lo ^cstv^^Aa^ \»rBA. 

Let all be careful faithfully to occvji^VX^a «^\£&«i^ 
giUte entrusted to them to ihe kououc oi Qkq^ 
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Let all be careful, in the exercise of their gifts in the 
ministry, to wait tor the renewed putting forth of the 
Uoly Spirit, and be earnestly concerned that they pro- 
ceetl and conclude in the life and power of the wspel; 
and they are advised to be careful on all ocoasionB not 
to exceed the measure ot their gift. 

' Let them be cautious of laying too great stress on the 
authority of their mini>try, by too positively asserting a 
divine motion ; the baptizing power of the Spirit of 
Truth accompanying the words, being the true evidence. 

Let ministers be careful how they enter upon disputed 
points in their testimony; or make such objections • as 
they do not clearly answer ; or give repeated expectations 
of coming to a conclusion. 

Let all be cautious of using unnecessary preamble or 
hurting meetings by additions towards the conclusion, 
when the meeting was left well before. 

Let ministers and elders be especially careful, whilst 
diligent when engaged in business, not to become en- 
tangled with the cares of this world ; let them guard 
against the snare of accumulating wealth, and be exam- 
ples of Christian moderation and contentment in all 
things. 

Let ministers at all times be tender of each other's 
reputation, and let them be watchful not to hurt each 
otiier*s service in religious meetings, but let every one 
have a tender regard for others. Let nothing be done 
or offered with a view to popularity, but in humility and 
in the fear of the Lord. 

Let ministers avoid all unbecoming tones, sounds, 

gestures, and all affectation, these not being agreeable to 

Christian gravity. Let them be careful, when they travel 

in the service of truth, not to make their visits burtheo- 

some, or the Gospel chargeable. Men and women are 

cautioned against travelling together as companions in 

the wi>rk of the ministry, to avoid all occasions of offence. 

Het none preaume to prophesy in their own spirits 

agaiaat any nation, town, people, or '^etfton. 

I^t aJI beware of too muca fam\^atv\.^,'w\)M^»\«»ssp 
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ing the judgment, and producing an undue attachment, 
tends to hurt, 

Let ministers and elders be careful to adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour in all things, keeping their 
whole conversation unspotted, and being examples of 
meekness, temperance, patience, and charity. 

Let the elders cherish a deep religious interest on be- 
half of those who are called to the ministry. Let them 
watch especially over the young and inexperienced with 
tender Christian concern, encouraging them in the right 
way of the Lord. 

And lastly, as prayer and thanksgiving are an especial 
part of worship, they must be performed in spirit and in 
truth, with a right understanding seasoned with grace. 
Therefore let ministers be careful how and what they 
offer in prayer, avoiding many words and repetitions] 
and let all be cautious of too often repeating the high 
and holy name oi God, or his attributes, by a long con« 
elusion ; neither let prayer be in a formal and customary 
way to conclude a meeting ; nor without an awful sense 
of Divine influence. 1775.— 1792,— 1833. 



MORNING MEETING OF MINISTERS AND ELDERS. 



The meeting which i? held monthly in London, under 
the denomination of the Morning Meeting, first esta- 
blished in the year 1672, is considered by this meeting 
as constituted of the acknowledged ministers and ai^- 
pointed tJders of the quarterly mecl\\\% ol Viow^aw ■a.w^ 
Middlesex, together with all other ifveii^'a *vd^ \Nxq^ 'k^-^* 
tioDB who inchne to attend. 1^^. 
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This meeting coiuiiders, that, agreeably to the esta* 
blished usage of the society, it is the duty of the mom* 
ing meeting to ezereise a tender Christian care oyer those 
ministers wlio may from time to time visit the city of 
liondon and its yicinity. 

It is also the office of that meeting to jadge of the 
raUgiona oonoems of such minuters a» may haye been 
liberated by their monthly and quarterly meetings to 
travel in the service of the Gospel in foreign parts, vheii 
great inoonvenienoe would ensue from their waiting for 
the occurrence of the yearly meeting of ministers and 
elders : the said meeting is also left at liberty to grant 
certificates to ministering friends returning to America 
under similar circumstances. On all such occasions the 
morning meeting is to inform the yearly meeting of 
ministers and elders of its proceedings. 1833. 

This meeting recommends to friends generally, the ob- 
servance of the ancient and approved practice of our re- 
ligious society, of submitting manuscripts which relate 
to our Christian principles and practices to the morning 
meeting in London. 

The said meeting is annually to appoint a committee^ 
with whom those who are concerned to publish works of 
the above description may consult and advise. And the 
friends of the said committee are encouraged in brotherly 
openness to communicate and confer with such authors. 
The manuscripts thus submitted are to be first presented 
to the meeting, but not read there ; and the committee 
are to make report of the result of their judgment. 
Authors are at liberty to sit with committees so appoint- 
ed, if they incline to do so, 1801. — 1833. 
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E8 FOR MEETINGS OF MINJ8TEBS AND ELDERS. 

Agreed, that the following be the queries for the 
[8 of ministers and elders ; and that they be ans- 
a writing to the quartwly meetings of ministers 
3rB in the Spring, and from thence, with the ez« 
of the seventh, to the yearly meeting of ministers 
n*8; also that in Autumn the first six, and in 
T and Winter the second and fourth, be answered 
oanner to the quarterly meetings of ministers and 
md that the rest be then read. 

> any friends trayel from or among you in the 
the ministiT without certificates from the mopth« 
ngs to which they belong, or against their adyice ? 
re ministers and elders diligent in attending their 
I for worship, and in bringing their families with 
Are they also diligent in attending their meet* 
discipline, and careful to promote &» attendance 
fiumilies? 

)o any OTeroharge themselTes with trade or other 
engagements to the hinderance of their serrioe ? 
ire ministers and elders presenred in love, and in 
e with another, endeayouring in harmony to pro« 
) adyancement and spreading of the truth ? 
« ministers and elders careful to rule their own 
ell, and to bring up their families in plainness of 
lehayiour, and apparel, and in other respects con« 
with our Christian profession ; also to be good 
I therein themselyes ? 

re they careful tenderly to admonish, should in<« 
icy appear in ministry or conduct ? 
ire the advices of the yearly meeting to minis- 
elders, read at least once every year, in voiw 
and quarterly meetings ? 
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ACKNOWLEDOMENT OF MINISTERS. 



We earnestly desire the increase of true gospel labourers 
amount us, for the edification of our own body, and the 
spreading of the truth as it is in Jesus. At the same 
time, let us remember the apostolic advice, ** Lay hands 
suddenly on no man ;*' (1 Tim. y. 22) for we have cause 
to believe that injudicious encouragement hath tended to 
promote an unsound ministry in some places. It is 
therefore recommended that the ministers and elders, in 
the several monthly meetings, would tenderly advise 
those who come forth in public testimony, to wait 
patiently under a deep consideration of their state of 
infancy and childhood : and when their fruits a£fbrd 
sufficient evidence of their qualifications for so important 
a service, that such young ministers be reported to their 
monthly meetings, which, upon solid and deliberate eon* 
sideration may, as in the wisdom of truth snail seem 
meet, recommend them to the meetings of ministers and 
elders, in order to their becoming members of those 
meetings. 1773. W. E.— 1833. 

This meeting recommends to ministers and elders* 
when thej may deem it proper to submit to the monthly 
meetings to which they belong, the propriety of acknow* 
ledging a friend as minister, that previously to doing so 
they should apply to, and have the advice of, the quar« 
terly meeting of ministers and elders of which th^ form 
a part. No record of such cases is to be made in any 
meeting of ministers and elders. 1830. 

This meeting recommends, when a proposition for sc- 

^jDOwledging a minister is about to be made to a monthly 

meeting, as pointed out by the two last preceding fules, 

or if the case originate in the mcelitvg \\%e\^, \.\\«\i VVa 

same be brought forward in the men's moTitViVs me«\Aw%t 

preyioualjr to its entering upon an^ oiUeT ^)waaft*%. T2to 



APFBITDIX. 107 

men's meeting, on receiving it, is either then,, or at a 
more suitable time, to proceed, in conjunction with the 
members of the womeu's monthly meeting, to the con^ 
sideration and conclusion of the case. 18)0. — 1822 — 1833. 

CoAcema of Ministers to Travel on Religiotis Service. 

It is the judgment of this meeting, when either men 
or women iriends have a concern to travel in the work 
of the minit^trj, and have occasion to apply to their 
monthly meeting for a written testimonial of its con- 
eurrence, that they communicate their views to men and 
women friends collectively assembled, on notice being 
ffiven at the close of the preceding meeting for worship, 
lor the women friends to remain until the men's meeting 
is r^ularly constituted : when, on the concern of the 
individual being communicated, it is to be made the 
subject of joint deliberation and conclusion ; after which, 
if the concern be united with, a certificate or other writ- 
ten testimonial of concurrence, is to be prepared, and 
signed in the men's and women's meetings separately. 
Nevertheless, the friends thus collectively assembled are 
at liberty to postpone the decision, or refer the subject 
to a committee for consideration, whenever they may 
.apprehend such delay or reference desirable ; and any 
committee so appointed is to make report at another 
joint conference, previously to the ordering or granting 
of a certificate. 181L— -1816.— 1822. 

Ministers under a concern to visit the meetings of 
friends in the nation of Ireland, should have the con- 
currence oij and certificates from, not only the monthly, 
but also the quarterly meeting to which they belong, 
when it can be had with conveniency. 1763. 

This meeting is of the judgment, that ministering 
friends who have a concern to travel in Scotland, or. on 
the islands adjacent to that nation, with a view of hold- 
ing meetings among those of other religious societies, 
should have the. concurrence and unity of their quarterly 
meetings, in addition to that of their monthly meetings, 
when the same can be had with convenience ; apprehend* 
ing that such procedure will be oi coxi«\3.ev«w!a ■aA.'^'WJc 
tage to iriends uzider an exercise oi &o Vxa^oxXAnX^^'dN:^^* 
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Nevertheless, it is not meant that this mle shall apply 
to friends travelling in the work of the ministry, whose 
concern is chiefly to the members of our own society. 
1812. 

Sxpenseg of TramtlUnff, 

This meeting recommends, when monthly meetings li- 
berate friends to travel in the work of the ministry, and 
the places at which their labours are likely to commence 
are at a considerable distance from their respective resi- 
dences, as may particularly occur in the case of visits to 
Ireland and Scotland, that such meetings provide for the 
discharge of the necessary travelling expenses of snoh 
friends, and of a guide where needful, until they enter up- 
on their service, in like manner as if the distance were 
less ; and that similar expenses of any friends so travelling 
and returning home from a place considerably remote, be 
defrayed by any monthly meeting in Great Britain in the 
compass or which their service may terminate. 

It in any of the oases which may come within the pre- 
oeding recommendation, neither the monthly meeting, 
nor the quarterly meeting of which it forms a part, should 
be in a situation suitably to bear the expenses so incurred, 
it is agreed that the latter shall be at Hberty to apply to 
the meeting for sufferings ; which meeting may, in its 
discretion, reimburse the whole or any part thereof out 
of the national stock. 1827. 

Dissatisfaction vnth Ministers. 
If any person appearing as a minister, shall give cause 
of uneasiness or, dissatisfaction to friends, in doctrine^ 
behaviour, or conversation, the person so offending is to 
be dealt with privately in a gospel spirit and manner. If 
this shall not take effect, then let complaint be made of 
such persons to the monthly meeting to which he or she 
may belong ; in order that proceeding thereon may be 
had accordingly, and the affair settl^ with all possible 
expedition. 1723. 
If any one who has been a public minister, shall be 
gr^iltjr of such practices as may justly deserve public oen- 
^ure, sad ahall he publicly censuTed. tisidi da&Qrwoal^ 
^od a/ierwsrds, upon tokens oi repevAaiice^ >» «i|!KGDk. 
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admitted Into membersliip ; suoli readmission is not 
to be considered as reinstating him or her as a public 
Sttiuister. I7«T. W. E. 

Tegtimonies concerning Defeated JMende, 

When monthly meetings judge it proper to draw up 
testimonies respecting the religious lives and serrices of 
deceased ministers, they are desired to exercise due care 
therein ; but to include, as far as may be expedient, the 
lemarkable dying-sayings of such friends, and to mention 
ii^ *S^ place ol abode, time of decease, and place of 
Vurial, also how long they had been ministers : and it is 
desired that these testimonies or accounts may be drawn 
1^ with sufficient regard to conciseness, and be revised 
and recorded by the quarterly meetings, previously to 
their being sent .to thb meeting. 

Where no particular account concerning a deceased 
minister ie judged necessary, information is nevertheless 
to be transmitted to this meeting, of the name, age, place 
of abode, time of decease, and place of burial of such 
friend, and it is also to be noted, how long he or she had 
been a minister. 1710.—1713.--1740.— 1743.— 1791.— 
1801. 

On considering the subject of admitting testimonies 
oonoeming deceased friends, other than ministers, it is 
concluded best to make no alteration of the former prac- 
tice of this meeting : nevertheless any friend who may 
have in possession any instructive communications from 
friends near the close of life, is encouraged to send up 
the same ty the clerk of the meeting for sufferings in 
London, to be laid before that meeting for its disposal. 
1795.-1881. 

Appointment ofJSlders, 

Monthly meetings are desired to appoint some serious, 
discreet, and judicious friends, who are not ministers, ten- 
derly to encourage and help young ministers, and advise 
others, as they in the wisdom of G^od see occasion ; and 
where there are meetings of ministering friends, the friends 
so appointed are to be admitted as members of v&s^ 
meetings of ministers, and to act VXiCteoi \«t <Jba ^|^^ 
/^tuposes aforesaid. 1727. 
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In the appointment of elders, age or wealth is not to 
be an inducement in the choice j but let such be appoint* 
ed as fear God, and love his truth in sincerity, who 
being sound in Christian doctrine, and of clean hands, 
may comfort the feeble-minded and reprove the unruly, 
with proper weight. 1761.— 1833. 

In order to assist in a suitable choice, when an appoint* 
Inent of elders appears to a monthly meeting to be desira* 
ble, application is to be made to the quarteHy meeting 
for the assistance of a few friends ; and the quarterly 
meeting of women friends is to have the opportunity of 
appointing some of its numt)er. Monthly meetings are 
to appoint a few judicious men and women friends, prior 
to this application, who, with those appointed by the 
quarterly meeting, are to form a committee for judging of 
the gifts and qualifications of such as may be then pro- 
po^ed for this important station. Their report is to be 
presented to the monthly meeting for its consideration. 
Such friends as may be thus nominated, if approved by 
the monthly meeting, are to be appointed to the station 
of elder. Information thereof is to be conveyed to the 
meet ing of ministers and elders ; as from the period of 
their appointment they become members of the aaid 
meeting. 1784.— 1796.— 1812.— 1883. 

Monthly meetings are at liberty, after the exercise of 
due care and admonition, to displace from the appoint- 
ment such elders as appear to be either incompetent to 
their station or unfait hful in it. 1 772.— 1 776.— 1801. 

Doubts having arisen whether a friend appointed to 
the station of elder, in any monthly meeting, retains that 
station if removed into another monthly meeting, it is 
the judgment of this meeting that such station is not 
lost, provided such removal be within the same quarterly 
meeting ; but in case the removal of an elder be out of 
the limits of the quarterly meeting to which he or she 
belongs, such elder shall nut be continued in that station, 
anJess a re- appoint mewi be made, pursuant to the rules 
for the choice of elder b. 1 80 1 . 

^>w. Tirti^ft, Printer, 53, Oldham Street, Mttnch«»ier. 



